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01 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The DB7 saved Aston Martin. Before it, the company built tens of cars a year at Newport
Pagnell; after it, Aston Martin was a sustainable luxury sports-car maker with a design language
that would carry the marque for two decades. Conceived in the Ford era on foundations
reworked from Jaguar by TWR, styled by lan Callum, and built from September 1994 to
December 2004, the DB7 became the best-selling Aston Martin of its time: roughly 7,000 cars, of
which about 3,000 carried the 3.2-litre supercharged straight-six (340 PS, 1994-1999) and more
than 4,000 the 5.9-litre naturally aspirated V12 of the Vantage (420 PS, from 1999) - an engine
matured with Cosworth through an extensive durability programme. The family's apex arrived in
2002: the DB7 GT, 435 PS, revised suspension, aerodynamic and braking upgrades and a
twin-plate clutch - 190 manual GTs and 112 automatic GTAs. The governing statement of this
paper: the DB7 was not Aston Martin's most advanced car - it was the car that allowed Aston
Martin to have a future.

As an ownership proposition the DB7 opens this library's Aston Martin series with a discipline all
its own. This is a gentleman's GT, never a track weapon: elegance, long-distance comfort,
craftsmanship - and an ownership file in which structure outranks everything, because the
Jaguar-derived body can corrode in ways its beauty conceals. The buying philosophy follows
and repeats through every section: buy the best-maintained car, not the rarest specification - and
buy the structure first, the engine second, the mileage last.

Key Finding
Structure decides value. The DB7's single largest risk is corrosion in the Jaguar-derived structure - sills, floorpan,

subframes, pick-up points - and a rust-free, documented car outranks any rarity claim. On this family the underside
inspection is the purchase.

Two generations in one body: the supercharged six (1994-1999) and the Cosworth-developed V12 (1999-2004) are
mechanically distinct ownership propositions in near-identical clothing - and the V12's known file is dominated by
ignition maintenance, where neglected misfires can destroy catalytic converters.

The market is friendlier than the badge suggests - and thinner at the top than sellers admit: public transactions put
driver-quality V12 Vantages under €40,000, while the 190-car manual GT trades far below the six-figure asks
sometimes attached to it. The DB7 is an emerging collector car, priced today like an accessible one.

02 THE CAR THAT SAVED ASTON MARTIN

Ford, TWR, lan Callum - the rebirth, not the performance story.

The DB7's history is the reason it belongs at the front of this series. Ford's ownership gave Aston
Martin capital and industrial discipline; Tom Walkinshaw's TWR supplied the engineering path,
developing the car on foundations that traced to the Jaguar XJS; and lan Callum drew a shape at
the 1993 Geneva show that made classic Aston Martin cues modern without costume. The result
rescued the company commercially - production volumes unimaginable at Newport Pagnell - and
established the visual DNA that Callum's own Vanquish, then Henrik Fisker's DB9 and the whole
VH era, would carry for almost twenty years.
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That is the collector thesis in one line: every modern Aston Martin descends from this car's
success, and the market has begun to notice. The paper's frame follows the car's character -
this is a story about rebirth and preservation, not lap times, and its buying rules are a
preservationist's rules.

03 TWO GENERATIONS IN ONE BODY

The supercharged six, the Cosworth-matured V12 - and the 190-car GT at the top.

The six-cylinder cars (1994-1999, ~3,000 built) are the TWR era in metal: a 3.2-litre inline-six
with an Eaton supercharger, 340 PS, five-speed manual or four-speed automatic - mechanically
closer to their Jaguar ancestry than anything Aston built afterwards, and today the affordable,
honest end of the family. The DB7 Vantage (1999-2004, 4,000+ built) is the car most buyers
should focus on: the new 5.9-litre 48-valve V12, 420 PS, six-speed manual or five-speed
Touchtronic automatic, larger brakes, revised suspension and updated styling - the engine
developed and durability-proven with Cosworth, and the direct ancestor of every Aston V12
through the next two decades. The DB7 GT and GTA (2002-2004) close the family: 435 PS,
revised suspension and aerodynamics, Vanquish-derived braking assistance and, on the manual
GT, a twin-plate clutch - 190 GTs and 112 GTAs, the collector's choice by both scarcity and
substance. Volantes exist across all three generations and follow the same files with a roof to
inspect.

ASTON MARTIN DB7 - SPECIFICATION

Six-cylinder 3,228 cc supercharged inline-six, Eaton blower - 340 PS - 5-speed manual or 4-speed automatic -
(1994-1999) ~3,000 cars - the TWR/Jaguar-era foundation

DB7 Vantage 5,935 cc 48-valve NA V12, Cosworth-developed - 420 PS at 6,000 rpm, ~542 Nm - 6-speed
(1999-2004) manual or 5-speed Touchtronic - 4,000+ cars - the marque's production record of its time

DB7 GT /| GTA 435 PS (GT) - revised suspension and aero, Vanquish-derived brake assistance, twin-plate clutch
(2002-2004) on the manual - 190 GT, 112 GTA - the family's apex

Structure Steel monocoque with composite panels, Jaguar-derived architecture - the corrosion file of Section

04 is the family's defining inspection

Production ~7,000 cars, September 1994 - December 2004, coupé and Volante throughout - the
highest-volume Aston Martin to that point

Coachbuilt DB7 Zagato (99 cars + one museum example, 2003) and DB AR1 (99, US market) - collector
relatives sidebar below, not central chapters

(Production splits are approximate - Aston's own material confirms ~7,000 total and 'more than 4,000' V12 Vantages; per-derivative registry figures
vary, and the paper keeps the defensible rounding.)
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THE ZAGATO SIDEBAR - DB7 ZAGATO & DB AR1

The 2003 coachbuilt pair - 99 DB7 Zagatos (plus one museum car) and 99 open DB AR1s for America - trade in a
different market entirely: public benchmarks sit around US$225-230K with recent asks well above US$300K. They
are provenance-and-body purchases in the coachbuilt logic of this library's Bugatti Paper 63, not DB7s with a
premium - and they are deliberately a sidebar here, not a chapter.

For the standard family the lesson they teach is pricing discipline: a Zagato result is never a comparable for a GT,
and a GT result is never a comparable for a Vantage.

04 THE STRUCTURE FILE: RUST BEFORE EVERYTHING

The paper's five-star item - beauty above, Jaguar-era steel below.

The DB7's single most important inspection surprises buyers drawn in by the styling: corrosion.
The Jaguar-derived structure can rust in earnest, and the beauty of the body conceals it - which
is why this paper puts the underside before the engine bay. Inspect the sills inside and out, the
floorpan, the suspension pick-up points, the wheel arches, the front crossmember, the rear
subframe, the jacking points and the door bottoms - with the car on a lift, with panels and covers
disturbed where a seller permits, and with previous rust repair documented rather than asserted.
Early cars carry the highest structural risk; no year is exempt. A documented rust-prevention
history - cavity treatment, underseal renewal, photographed repairs by a recognised specialist -
is worth more than any options list, and an undocumented ‘restored' underside is a question
mark priced as one. The rule this paper adds to the library and the checklist carries forward: buy
the structure first, the engine second and the mileage last.

05 THE SYSTEMS FILE

Ignition above all on the V12 - then oil, cooling, suspension, climate and the trim
question.

Ignition (V12) - the second five-star item. The best-known V12 ownership issue: coils and plugs
age, misfires follow, and a neglected misfire overheats and destroys catalytic converters -
converting a four-figure service into a five-figure repair. Demand the ignition history, listen for
hesitation at every speed, and treat an unexplained warning lamp as a priced defect. Oil leaks -
sump, timing cover, valve covers, rear main seal: age matters more than mileage, and a dry
engine on a twenty-five-year-old car means recent attention, which the file should show. Cooling
- radiator, water pump, hoses, expansion tank, thermostat, fan operation: the V12 generates real
heat and the system is original on far too many cars. Suspension - bushes, wishbones, dampers,
ball joints, steering rack, alignment: worn rubber turns a composed GT vague, and a refresh
transforms more DB7s than any engine work. HVAC - compressor, blower motors,
climate-control behaviour: a common ageing failure and a benchmark-priced repair. Interior and
trim - leather wears well; veneers lift, seat motors and window regulators fail, and switchgear and
trim pieces are increasingly difficult to source - which makes completeness and originality a parts
inventory as much as an aesthetic.
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THE STORAGE LEDGER

The usual GT rules apply, and the DB7's age sharpens them: battery conditioner as standard practice, regular
exercise to full temperature, air conditioning run monthly, fuel kept fresh, brake fluid on the calendar, tyres by date -
and the dehumidified garage doing quiet anti-corrosion work all year.

A complete service file often matters more here than extremely low mileage: a 40,000-mile car with twenty stamps
and an ignition history beats a 12,000-mile car that has sat - stillness corrodes this family twice, mechanically and
structurally.

06 MARKET AND MONEY

An emerging collector car still priced as an accessible one - with a thin, honest top
end.

The DB7 market is broad at the base and thin at the top. Public transactions in 2025-2026 put
driver-quality cars well inside reach - V12 Vantages have traded publicly under US$40,000, sixes
lower still - while aggregate trackers put the family's public average near US$46,000. The top
end is where discipline matters: the 190-car manual GT trades materially above the Vantage but
far below the six-figure asks sometimes attached to it, and the coachbuilt Zagato/AR1 pair -
benchmarked around US$225-230K - must never be read as GT comparables. The supports are
real: first modern Aston, Callum design, the Cosworth-matured V12, growing recognition, and the
cheapest V12 GT ownership in this library. The risks are the family's own files: corrosion, ignition
neglect, deferred servicing, incomplete history and poorly repaired accident damage - each one
a discount today and a disqualifier tomorrow, as the collector market's standards arrive.

ASTON MARTIN DB?7 - INDICATIVE GLOBAL FRAMEWORKS, MID-2026

Six-cylinder - driver quality €20-35,000 - honest, usable cars with complete files; projects and neglected
cars below, priced as projects

Six-cylinder - excellent €35-55,000 - strong history, sorted structure, documented rust prevention;
manuals lead

V12 Vantage - driver quality €28-45,000 - the value centre of the family; public results under US$40K are
common, and the file decides everything

V12 Vantage - excellent to €45-75,000, exceptional manuals €75-110,000+ - low ownership count,
outstanding ignition and structure files complete, originality throughout
DB7 GT/ GTA GT €60-110,000+ by condition and history, GTA below - 190 manual cars

make every sale a negotiation; six-figure asks exist, transactions mostly do not

Zagato /| DB AR1 US$225-230K public benchmarks, recent asks above US$300K - the
coachbuilt sidebar, priced per car and never a family comparable

(Broad frameworks, not transaction values - the GT and coachbuilt records are thin, asking prices at the top end sit well above public results, and
structure plus file move cars between bands more than mileage does.)
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MAINTENANCE - EUROPEAN PLANNING FRAMEWORK

Annual service €1,200-2,500 - marque specialist; the calendar, not the odometer

Major service €3,000-6,000 - scope-dependent; plan it, do not discover it

Ignition overhaul (V12) €2,000-5,000 - coails, plugs, attention to cats; the cheapest insurance on
the engine

Cooling overhaul €2,000-4,000 - radiator, pump, hoses; original systems are living on

borrowed time

Suspension refresh €3,000-6,000 - bushes, dampers, geometry; transforms the car

Clutch (manual) €3,000-5,000 - twin-plate on the GT priced at the top of the band

HVAC repair €1,500-4,000 by failure - compressors and blowers are known agers
Rust repair Highly variable - localised sill work four figures; structural restoration five

figures and rising; undocumented previous repair is the expensive kind

Trim and interior Sourcing-dependent - veneers, switchgear and regulators increasingly
scarce; completeness is cheaper than restoration

(Planning categories, not quotations - the DB7 is the most affordable custody in this library, and the discipline is identical. Five-year reserve for a
sorted car: light collector use €8,000-15,000 - regular road use €12,000-25,000 - structural rust repair sits outside every band.)

07 THE BUYING PROTOCOL

Three passes: identity, mechanical, preservation - with the car on a lift for all three.

The Identity Pass. VIN and build sheet; ownership history; original colour and interior confirmed;
matching numbers; the service book reconciled against invoices, not read alone. The Mechanical
Pass. Engine cold and hot; the V12's ignition behaviour under load; cooling temperature stability;
transmission - manual clutch feel and Touchtronic behaviour both have known files; suspension
over real surfaces; brakes; electronics and every switch. The Preservation Pass. The family's
own pass: the structural rust inspection of Section 04 executed in full on a lift; rust-prevention
history documented; storage history; originality of trim and completeness of tools and books;
then the road test - a DB7 should feel composed, quiet and tight, and every rattle has a cause.

WALK AWAY - THE NON-NEGOTIABLES

Structural corrosion in sills, floorpan, subframes or pick-up points without documented repair - V12 misfires or
missing ignition history - overheating history unexplained - undocumented accident repair - a 'restored' underside
without photographs and invoices - long static storage sold as preservation - incomplete ownership chain on a GT -
seller resistance to a lift inspection. On a ~7,000-car family there is always another DB7 - the discipline is
remembering that.
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08 OWNERSHIP ECONOMICS AND SCENARIOS

The library's gentlest custody - and its highest reward for simple discipline.

The scenarios model a well-bought V12 Vantage at around €55,000 with a complete file,
documented structure and recent ignition attention, driven 3,000-6,000 km per year with annual
specialist service. The economics are the friendliest in this library and the logic is unchanged
from its most expensive papers: the calendar protects the car, the file protects the value, and
stillness costs more than use. The six-cylinder cars run cheaper still with simpler systems; the
GT adds collector custody - originality preserved, history curated - at running costs barely above
the Vantage's. What distinguishes the DB7 is asymmetry: a few thousand euros of annual
discipline protect a five-figure asset whose collector recognition is still arriving, which makes the
maintained car not just the better purchase but the better investment - the emerging-classic
arithmetic in its purest form.

OWNERSHIP SCENARIOS - WELL-BOUGHT V12 VANTAGE (PLANNING BANDS)

Year 1 €3,000-7,000: specialist entry inspection with lift and ignition assessment, annual service, tyres by
date if required, storage discipline established

Years 1-3 €6,000-14,000 cumulative: annual services, one larger scheduled service, one age item - hoses,
HVAC attention, minor trim

Years 1-5 €8,000-15,000 light collector use - €12,000-25,000 regular road use - ignition overhaul, suspension
refresh or clutch inside the window at the band's top

(Assumption-based planning bands excluding storage and insurance premiums; structural rust repair and accident rectification sit outside every
band by definition.)

OWNERSHIP VERDICT - THE RATINGS

Reliability OO0O00 No fundamental engineering weakness - the V12 is durable when its ignition and
cooling are maintained; the risks are age items and the structure, not design

Maintenance costs OO0 The most accessible custody in this library - four-figure years with a specialist; the
exception is structural rust, which rewrites any budget

Parts availability OO0O0OO Mechanical parts serviceable through specialists and shared ancestry - trim, veneers
and switchgear increasingly scarce; completeness is the cheap route

Investment OO0O0OO The first modern Aston with the market still arriving - GT and manual V12s lead;
potential structure-compromised cars will be left behind as standards rise
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MARQUE BUYING SCORE - ASTON MARTIN DB7

Category Collector example (GT) Driver example (V12 Six-cylinder car
Vantage)

Reliability 7110 7110 6.5/10

Driving experience 8.5/10 8/10 75110
Ownership cost 6.5/10 7110 75110

Parts availability 5/10 5/10 5.5/10
Long-term collectability 9/10 7.5/10 6.5/10
Investment potential 8.5/10 7110 6/10

Scored on the fixed series rubric: an 8 in Reliability means the same across every marque and paper. The six-cylinder column rewards simplicity
and affordability; the GT column prices scarcity with the emerging market's standards attached.

METHODOLOGY AND A NOTE ON VALUES

Built from public sources: Aston Martin and period documentation (production September 1994 - December 2004,
~7,000 cars; ~3,000 supercharged sixes at 340 PS; 4,000+ V12 Vantages at 420 PS with the Cosworth-developed
5.9-litre V12; DB7 GT/GTA at 435 PS with 190 and 112 cars; 99+1 Zagatos and 99 DB AR1s; Geneva 1993
prototype debut; TWR development on Jaguar-derived foundations under Ford ownership; lan Callum design),
specialist literature on the corrosion, ignition, cooling and trim files, and public market data mid-2026: aggregate
tracker average ~US$46,000; recent public V12 Vantage transactions under US$40,000; Zagato/AR1 benchmarks
~US$225-230K with higher current asks. Top-end GT bands reflect the thin public record rather than asking prices,
and the paper says so where it matters. Assumptions are stated as assumptions, in brackets, where they occur.
Nothing here is investment advice.

09 SYNTHESIS: THE EMERGING COLLECTOR

The DB7 opens the Aston Martin library because everything after it stands on its success - the
design language, the V12, the company itself. It is increasingly recognised as one of the most
important modern Aston Martins, and it is still priced like an accessible classic: that combination
is the opportunity, and the standards now arriving are the caveat. Buy the six-cylinder as the
honest, affordable TWR-era artefact. Buy the V12 Vantage as the family's centre - the
best-maintained car you can find, never the rarest specification. Buy the manual GT as the
collector's choice with the whole file present. Across all three: the structure first, the ignition
second, the file third, the mileage last - and preserve the car the way its era built it, with patience,
paper and a dry garage.

WHO SHOULD BUY THIS CAR

The collector who wants the origin point of modern Aston Martin - Callum's shape, the Cosworth V12's first home,
the company's rebirth - while the market is still arriving.

The driver who wants V12 grand touring with four-figure annual custody: a documented V12 Vantage is the most
accessible twelve-cylinder ownership in this library.

Not: the buyer who skips the lift inspection; the rarity hunter paying GT money without a GT file; or anyone who
reads low mileage as preservation on a car whose steel corrodes quietly while it sits.
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BOTTOM LINE

One family, ~7,000 cars, 1994-2004: the supercharged six that restarted the company and the Cosworth-matured
V12 that defined its future - 340 to 435 PS, coupé and Volante, with the 190-car manual GT at the top. €20-55K for
sixes, €28-110K+ for V12s and GTs, four-figure annual custody - and one five-star rule above all: the structure is
the purchase. The DB7 was not built to redefine the supercar; it redefined Aston Martin - buy the best-maintained
one you can find and keep its file growing.

ONE-SENTENCE VERDICT

The DBY7 redefined Aston Matrtin rather than the supercar - buy the structure first, the
engine second and the mileage last, and choose the best-maintained car over the
rarest specification.

SOURCES

Aston Martin and period factory documentation: production from September 1994 to December 2004, approximately 7,000
cars - the marque's volume record to that point; the 3.2-litre supercharged inline-six at 340 PS (1994-1999, ~3,000 cars); the
5.9-litre 48-valve naturally aspirated V12 at 420 PS from 1999, developed and durability-tested with Cosworth, with more
than 4,000 V12 Vantages built; the DB7 GT (435 PS, twin-plate clutch, revised suspension, aerodynamic and braking
upgrades) at 190 cars and the GTA at 112; the DB7 Zagato (99 plus one museum car) and DB AR1 (99, US market), 2003;
the Geneva 1993 prototype debut, TWR development on Jaguar-derived foundations, Ford-era financing and lan Callum's
design authorship. Specialist literature: the corrosion file (sills, floorpan, subframes, pick-up points), the V12
ignition-and-catalyst file, cooling, suspension, HVAC and trim-scarcity records as consistently documented by marque
specialists. Public market data, mid-2026: aggregate tracker average ~US$46,000 across the family; recent public V12
Vantage transactions below US$40,000; six-cylinder transactions lower; thin GT public record with asking prices materially
above results; Zagato/DB AR1 public benchmarks ~US$225-230K with recent asks above US$300K. Companion
documents: Buyer's Checklist No. 63 and Model File 63. Values are indicative frameworks, not valuations; nothing here is
investment advice.
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