
MARQUE INTELLIGENCE
S U P E R C A R  M O D E L S  -  P A P E R  N O .  4 5  

45MCLAREN
ULTIMATE COLLECTION
Speedtail · Elva · Sabre · Solus GT - four missions, one law: where
rarity becomes extreme, provenance outranks performance

106
Speedtail - ultimate grand
touring; built as a tribute to the
106 McLaren F1s of the 1990s

249
Elva - ultimate open-air driving;
reduced from 399 announced,
substantially rarer than first
planned

15
Sabre - ultimate customer
exclusivity; US market only,
developed through MSO

25
Solus GT - ultimate track
performance; single-seat, track
only, V10 beyond 10,000 rpm
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01   EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This paper covers four cars, because the four cars are one argument. The Speedtail, the Elva,
the Sabre and the Solus GT are the final evolution of McLaren’s Ultimate Series philosophy - and
unlike the P1 and the Senna, they were never intended to become high-volume halo products.
Each showcases a completely different engineering idea: the Speedtail is ultimate grand touring,
the Elva ultimate open-air driving, the Sabre ultimate customer exclusivity, the Solus GT ultimate
track performance. They share very little mechanically beyond the McLaren engineering
philosophy itself - which is precisely why they belong in one paper: at this altitude the buying
method converges even as the machines diverge.

The ownership lesson is the series’ final law before the F1, and it closes the ladder: once rarity
becomes extreme, provenance becomes more valuable than performance. At this level, buyers
are no longer deciding whether a car is fast enough; they are evaluating originality,
documentation, ownership history and historical significance. Mileage - the series’ oldest
instrument - is no longer the primary concern; the storage history joins the file instead, because a
collector car that simply sits can develop age-related issues despite minimal use. These four
cars behave less like conventional supercars and more like curated engineering artefacts - and
this paper reads them accordingly.

Key Finding

Four missions, one philosophy. Speedtail: 106 cars, a tribute to the 106 McLaren F1s of the 1990s. Elva:
announced at 399, reduced to 249 before customer deliveries - substantially rarer than first planned. Sabre: 15
cars, US market only, developed through MSO - one of the rarest road-going McLarens ever produced. Solus GT:
25 cars, track only, single-seat.

The benchmark trap is the buyer’s first mistake. The Speedtail is not trying to beat the Senna; the Elva is not trying
to replace the Speedtail; the Solus GT is not trying to be road legal. Each fulfils a completely different mission - and
judging any of them by another’s benchmark misreads the car and the market alike.

A market of specialist circles, not public comparables. Indicative terms, 2026: Speedtail €2.3-3.0M, Elva €1.4-2.0M,
Sabre rarely trading publicly and estimated well above €3M, Solus GT above €3M in primary terms. Many
transactions occur privately, auction appearances remain uncommon - values are driven by provenance, originality,
factory documentation and collector demand.

02   THE MARQUE AND THE CARS

The Ultimate Series’ closing statements - four answers to four different questions.

After the P1 electrified the hypercar and the Senna took the argument to the circuit, the Ultimate 
Series stopped answering one question at a time. The Speedtail is McLaren’s interpretation of 
the F1 concept - not mechanically, philosophically: a central driving position, a hybrid drivetrain, 
over 400 km/h of capability, low-drag aerodynamics with active elements, and a brief of effortless 
high-speed touring rather than circuit performance; its production run of 106 cars is itself a 
sentence, honouring the 106 F1s of the 1990s.
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The Elva is probably the most misunderstood McLaren: originally developed without 
windscreen, roof or side windows, its Active Air Management System engineered to deflect 
airflow over the occupants - customer demand later added an optional windscreen - and its 
production, announced at 399, was reduced to 249 before customer deliveries, making it 
substantially rarer than first planned. The Sabre is the hidden halo: fifteen cars, developed 
exclusively for the US market through McLaren Special Operations, a bespoke interpretation 
of Ultimate Series engineering about which extremely little public technical information exists, 
because its owners tend to remain private. And the Solus GT is the most extreme McLaren ever 
sold: single-seat, sliding canopy, a naturally aspirated 5.2-litre V10 revving beyond 10,000 rpm, 
no road homologation constraints - an unrestricted engineering exercise that began as the Vision 
Gran Turismo concept and became real.

MCLAREN CHARACTER

The brief this series has followed since Paper 36 - lightness first, function-led design, engineering purity over visual
theatre - does not dilute at the top of the range; it diversifies. Four cars, four missions, one philosophy: the
Speedtail applies it to speed without effort, the Elva to sensation without shelter, the Sabre to exclusivity without
publicity, the Solus GT to performance without compromise. The engineering is the constant; the mission is the
variable - and reading each car through its own mission is the beginning of buying any of them well.

03   ARCHITECTURE: FOUR MISSIONS, ITEMISED

Little shared mechanically, everything shared methodically - the specification is four
briefs, not one.

The table below does what this series has always done, adapted to a collection: it itemises each
car by its mission, its numbers and its defining systems. The Speedtail’s engineering centre is its
hybrid drivetrain and low-drag body - and, for the buyer, the electronics that orchestrate them:
hybrid system, software, charging and diagnostics lead its inspection map. The Elva’s centre is
the Active Air Management System and the carbon that channels it - and, where fitted, the
optional windscreen installation. The Sabre’s centre is its bespoke MSO specification itself:
unique body panels and components for which, with only fifteen cars in existence, replacement
may involve bespoke manufacture. The Solus GT’s centre is the V10 and its race-car
architecture - engine hours rather than mileage, canopy operation, race-seat fitment,
aerodynamic elements - because it should be evaluated more like a race car than a road car.

MCLAREN ULTIMATE COLLECTION - THE FOUR BRIEFS

Speedtail Ultimate grand touring · 106 cars, honouring the 106 F1s · central driving position, hybrid drivetrain,
over 400 km/h capability, low-drag aerodynamics, active aero, electrochromic glazing where fitted

Elva Ultimate open-air driving · announced 399, reduced to 249 before customer deliveries · no
windscreen, roof or side windows as conceived; Active Air Management System; optional
windscreen added to the programme later

Sabre Ultimate customer exclusivity · 15 cars, US market only, developed through MSO · bespoke
interpretation of Ultimate Series engineering; little public technical information - owners remain
private

Solus GT Ultimate track performance · 25 cars, track only · single-seat, sliding canopy, naturally aspirated
5.2-litre V10 beyond 10,000 rpm, no homologation constraints - from Vision Gran Turismo concept
to production reality
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04   THE BENCHMARK TRAP

None of these cars is trying to be another one - and the wrong yardstick is the first
mistake money can make.

Every earlier paper in this series compared its car to a benchmark: the 720S to the 650S, the
Senna to the P1, the Artura to everything before it. This paper’s first duty is to retire that
instrument. The Speedtail is not trying to beat the Senna - judged on lap time it disappoints,
judged on effortless 400 km/h touring it has no rival in the marque. The Elva is not trying to
replace the Speedtail - judged on weather protection it fails by design; judged on open-air
intensity it is the purest sensation McLaren sells. The Sabre is not trying to be understood by the
public - it was built for fifteen clients who already understood it. And the Solus GT is not trying to
be road legal - freed from homologation it plays a different sport entirely.

The practical consequence is the discipline this chapter exists to install: before evaluating any
car in this collection, name its mission - then judge everything, from specification to price to
condition, against that mission and no other. A buyer who walks up to an Elva asking Speedtail
questions will misprice both cars in a single afternoon. The collection rewards the buyer who
arrives with four yardsticks and the judgement to know which one to hold.

05   THE SYSTEMS: THE FILE BECOMES THE CAR

Mileage retires as the lead instrument - provenance, originality and storage take the 
front of the file.

Unlike every previous paper, the checklist itself changes here. Provenance is the single most 
important factor: first owner, factory specification, MSO records, ownership history, transport 
records - verified, not narrated. Original specification stands beside it: factory paint, interior, 
carbon finish and options confirmed against the build documentation, with undocumented 
modifications avoided outright - at this level originality is not a preference but a valuation input. 
The service history completes the familiar trio: annual servicing, software updates, recalls, 
factory campaigns, and battery maintenance where applicable. Then the volume this paper adds: 
the storage history. Climate-controlled storage, battery maintenance, tyre storage and charging 
records are requested like invoices, because collector cars that simply sit can develop 
age-related issues despite minimal mileage - on these cars, how it waited matters as much as 
how it ran.

The physical map concentrates where the value does. The carbon structure first: repairs, 
underbody, mounting points, impact damage - carbon repairs at this level deserve forensic 
scrutiny, not a torch and an opinion. Electronics next, and especially on the Speedtail: hybrid 
system, software, charging and diagnostics verified against the factory record. Then the 
model-specific pass. Speedtail: hybrid battery and charging history, active aero, the central seat 
mechanisms, electrochromic glazing where fitted. Elva: the Active Air Management system, the 
carbon wind deflectors, the optional windscreen installation if fitted, and cockpit trim that has 
lived exposed to weather.
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Sabre: the bespoke MSO components and unique body panels, with documentation confirming 
factory specification - fifteen cars means replacement parts may involve bespoke 
manufacture. Solus GT: engine hours rather than mileage, track telemetry where available, 
race-seat fitment, canopy operation, aerodynamic elements - a race-car evaluation, 
honestly conducted. And the reassuring finding stated plainly: none of these cars has developed 
widespread mechanical design flaws comparable to early MP4-12C software issues or P1 
battery concerns - the ownership risks concentrate instead around low-volume component 
availability, bespoke carbon bodywork, specialist servicing, long lead times and storage-related 
issues.

THE STORAGE LEDGER

The Artura gave the file a digital volume; the Senna gave it a track ledger; this collection adds the third and quietest
book: the storage ledger. Climate control, battery maintenance, tyre storage, charging records - requested in
writing, read like invoices. The reason is the paradox of the collector car: the odometer can flatter a car that has
been harmed by stillness, because age-related issues accumulate in storage that was never documented. On
these four cars the question is no longer only how far it has driven, nor even how it was run - it is how it waited. A
complete storage ledger is provenance for the years between the drives.

06   MARKET AND MONEY

A market of circles, not columns - indicative values, private transactions, and
provenance as the price-maker.

Unlike the P1 or the Senna, these cars trade almost entirely within specialist collector circles.
Many transactions occur privately; auction appearances remain uncommon; and values are
therefore driven primarily by provenance, originality, factory documentation and collector
demand rather than by public market comparables. The figures below are stated accordingly -
indicative rather than definitive, because so few examples trade publicly. Within them, the
premium structure follows this paper’s law: the documented, original, well-stored car commands
the band’s top and beyond; the car with gaps negotiates from beneath it. These were conceived
as collector assets from the outset - production numbers from 15 to 249, technical significance
and exclusivity underpinning long-term collectability - and the market treats them as such
already.

INDICATIVE GLOBAL VALUES - 2026

Speedtail €2.3-3.0 million - the collection’s most systems-rich car; hybrid history and glazing specification
price within the band

Elva €1.4-2.0 million - windscreen and non-windscreen cars read as different specifications; 249 built

Sabre Rarely trades publicly; estimated well above €3 million depending on provenance - fifteen cars, US
market

Solus GT Primary market above €3 million; public transactions remain extremely limited - evaluated like a
race car, priced like an artefact

Indicative, not definitive - so few examples trade publicly that provenance and documentation move individual results more than any published 
band.
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RUNNING COSTS - THE OWNERSHIP REALITY (TYPICAL BANDS)

Annual service €4,000-8,000 - typical band across the collection

Major repairs Highly variable - stated as such, not averaged away

Carbon repairs Often five-figure costs - forensic documentation expected at this level

Hybrid diagnostics Speedtail - dealer-dependent, on the established pattern of this series

MSO-specific
components

Can require bespoke manufacture - lead times are part of the cost, especially on the Sabre

Storage regime Climate control, conditioning and charging routines - a running cost this series now prices explicitly

Rather than fixed figures, the ownership reality: costs are driven less by routine servicing than by the scarcity and complexity of unique parts.

07   THE BUYING PROTOCOL

The series protocol underneath - and above it, a viewing that begins in an archive,
not a garage.

Level One - at the viewing. Originality verified against the build documentation - paint, interior,
carbon finish, options. Provenance walked through owner by owner, with transport records
included. Documentation completed as a set: keys, charger, books, build documentation, MSO
certificates, option sheets. The storage history requested in writing - climate control, battery
maintenance, tyre storage, charging records. Body condition read in good light, with every
carbon surface treated as both structure and money. On the Solus GT, the viewing is a race-car
intake: engine hours, telemetry where available, canopy operation.

Level Two - the specialist PPI. McLaren factory diagnostics, with the model-specific systems run
by literate hands - hybrid and charging on the Speedtail, the Active Air Management system on
the Elva, bespoke MSO components on the Sabre, race systems on the Solus GT. A dedicated
carbon inspection, forensic in standard. Software verification against the factory record. And
provenance verification as its own discipline - the ownership chain, the factory correspondence
and the build documentation reconciled until they agree.

Level Three - walk away. Undocumented repairs of any kind. Missing provenance - at this level a
gap in the chain is a hole in the price. Incomplete service history. Poorly executed modifications -
originality is the asset, and it does not return. An uncertain ownership chain, however charming
the explanation. The standing rule closes the series’ ladder as it closed every paper: the buyer
who cannot walk away has already overpaid.
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THE RARITY RULE

Once rarity becomes extreme, provenance becomes more valuable than performance. At this level, buyers are no
longer deciding whether a car is fast enough; they are evaluating originality, documentation, ownership history and
historical significance - the four cars of this collection behave less like conventional supercars and more like
curated engineering artefacts. The rule completes the series’ ladder - Systems, Longtail, Entry, Consumables,
Maturity, Precision, Purpose, Software, Aero - with its natural conclusion: when the machine becomes an artefact,
the file does not merely describe the car; the file is the car.

08   OWNERSHIP ECONOMICS AND SCENARIOS

The arithmetic of artefacts - scarcity, not servicing, writes the large numbers.

The economics of this collection resist the planning bands of earlier papers, and this paper
declines to invent them. What can be stated honestly: routine annual servicing runs
€4,000-8,000 across the collection; the large costs, when they arrive, come from rarity rather
than engineering - bespoke carbon, model-specific components, specialist labour and, on the
Sabre especially, parts that may need to be manufactured rather than ordered. The Speedtail
adds the hybrid dimension this series knows from the Artura, dealer-centric by nature. The Solus
GT is budgeted like a race programme: engine hours, consumables and transport, not
kilometres. And across all four, the storage regime is a running cost in its own right - climate
control, conditioning and charging are line items, not virtues. The scores below apply the fixed
series rubric to each car separately, because the collection refuses an average.

OWNERSHIP VERDICT - THE RATINGS

Reliability Mechanically sophisticated but not associated with widespread systemic faults - the
challenges stem from rarity, specialist servicing and the logistics of bespoke
components

Maintenance costs Among the highest in the McLaren portfolio - driven less by routine servicing than by
the scarcity and complexity of unique parts

Parts availability Strong factory support, but many components are model-specific and may require
extended lead times or bespoke manufacture

Investment
potential

Conceived as collector assets from the outset - production from 15 to 249 cars,
technical significance and exclusivity underpinning long-term collectability
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MARQUE BUYING SCORE - THE ULTIMATE COLLECTION

Category Speedtail Elva Sabre Solus GT

Reliability 8 / 10 8.5 / 10 8.5 / 10 8.5 / 10

Driving experience 10 / 10 10 / 10 10 / 10 10 / 10

Ownership cost 3 / 10 3 / 10 2 / 10 2 / 10

Parts availability 7 / 10 7 / 10 6 / 10 6 / 10

Long-term collectability 10 / 10 10 / 10 10 / 10 10 / 10

Investment potential 10 / 10 9.5 / 10 10 / 10 10 / 10

Scored on the fixed series rubric: an 8 in Reliability means the same across every marque and paper - the stars judge the ownership experience,
the scores benchmark each car inside the library.

METHODOLOGY AND A NOTE ON VALUES

Built from public sources: McLaren model documentation (Speedtail, Elva, Sabre, Solus GT; Ultimate Series
positioning; production figures as officially stated - 106, 399 reduced to 249, 15, 25), MSO programme information
as publicly available, owner-community data and specialist documentation for the inspection maps and cost bands,
and indicative global value assessments, 2026. Because so few examples trade publicly, values are presented as
indicative rather than definitive, and private-transaction opacity is stated rather than estimated away. Assumptions
are marked [Flagged]. Nothing here is investment advice.

09   SYNTHESIS

Four cars, one law - and a bridge to the icon that started everything.

The Ultimate Collection is where this series’ method completes itself. Every instrument the
papers have built still applies - the systems file, the campaign ledger, the track ledger - but here
they assemble into something larger: a file that no longer merely documents the car but
constitutes its value. The four missions never compete; the four cars never converge; and yet
one law governs them all, because extreme rarity makes every question a provenance question.
The buyer who understands that has already done the hardest part of the work - the rest is
verification, conducted with the patience these cars were built to reward.

The buyer’s task: name the mission before judging the car, read provenance before
specification, demand the storage ledger in writing, treat every carbon surface as structure and
money at once, verify originality against the build documentation, and walk away from any gap in
the chain - at this altitude there are no bargains, only undocumented cars. Do that, and the
collection delivers what the Ultimate Series always promised: McLaren’s philosophy at its least
compromised - four curated engineering artefacts, each perfect against its own brief. One car
remains beyond them, the icon their production numbers already salute: the F1, where this
series concludes.
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WHO SHOULD BUY THIS CAR

Ideal buyer: the established collector with specialist relationships and archival discipline - comfortable buying
through private circles, commissioning forensic inspections, maintaining a documented storage regime, and
holding an asset whose value lives in its file; for the Solus GT, a buyer prepared to run a race programme rather
than own a road car.

Less suitable: the driver seeking McLaren’s engineering at its most usable - the 720S and Artura papers exist for
them; the buyer who needs public price discovery before committing, because this market does not provide it; and
anyone unwilling to pay for storage as seriously as for servicing.

BOTTOM LINE

The Ultimate Series’ closing statements: 106, 249, 15 and 25 cars - four missions, no benchmarks, values from
€1.4 million to well beyond €3 million, indicative because the market trades in circles rather than columns. None
carries a systemic flaw; all carry the risks of rarity. Provenance first, originality second, storage third - performance
was never the question. The file is the car; buy it accordingly.

ONE-SENTENCE VERDICT

Once rarity becomes extreme, provenance outranks performance - at this level the
file is the car, and the car is its file.

SOURCES

McLaren model documentation (Speedtail: 106 cars, central driving position, hybrid drivetrain, over 400 km/h capability,
low-drag and active aerodynamics; Elva: 399 announced, 249 built, Active Air Management System, optional windscreen;
Sabre: 15 cars, US market, MSO development; Solus GT: 25 cars, track only, single seat, naturally aspirated 5.2-litre V10
beyond 10,000 rpm, Vision Gran Turismo origin); owner-community data and specialist documentation for inspection maps,
known risks and cost bands in Sections 05-08; indicative global value assessments, 2026 - private-market opacity stated
throughout. Estimates are stated as estimates, and uncertainty as uncertainty, throughout.

Author. Uwe Riemeyer, Marque Intelligence (an IMP InterMediaPartners venture, est. 1976). This paper is research-led
throughout, built on the disclosed perspective established in Paper 36. It is research and commentary, not investment advice;
vehicle values fluctuate, and any purchase decision is the reader’s own.




