
MARQUE INTELLIGENCE
S U P E R C A R  M O D E L S  -  P A P E R  N O .  4 4  

44MCLAREN
SENNA
The function-first McLaren - every controversial decision made in
pursuit of lap time, and a file that now includes the circuit

500
Official production, Coupés
worldwide, 2018-2020 -
concluded; GTR, Sabre and LM
conversions outside this paper’s
scope

800 PS / 800 Nm
M840TR twin-turbo V8 - no
hybrid: every kilogram saved
judged more valuable than
assistance

€1.0-1.4M
Approximate global asking span,
2026 - stabilised after early
fluctuations; provenance
commands more

M840TR
4.0-litre flat-plane-crank V8,
dry-sumped - the Ultimate Series
without a battery
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01   EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Senna is the Ultimate Series with the electricity taken out and the argument left in.
Introduced in 2018 as the third member of McLaren’s Ultimate Series, it followed the P1 while
refusing its method: where the P1 pursued ultimate performance through hybrid technology, the
Senna reached for a similar summit through reduced weight, aerodynamic efficiency and chassis
optimisation - no battery, no motor, no apology. Named after three-time Formula One World
Champion Ayrton Senna, it was designed to one overriding objective: maximum lap-time
performance on a road-legal platform. Five hundred Coupés were built before production
concluded in 2020, and every controversial decision on the car - the glazed doors, the towering
wing, the sparse interior - was made in that objective’s service.

The ownership lesson extends the series in two directions at once. First, this paper’s law:
everything you dislike about the Senna was probably done on purpose - the car cannot be
evaluated until its controversies are read as engineering. Second, a repricing this series has
never issued before: on the Senna, track history should not automatically reduce value. Most of
these cars have seen circuit use, because circuit use is what they are for - and a professionally
maintained, fully documented example that has been exercised as intended can be a stronger
ownership proposition than a delivery-mileage car that has spent years largely static. The file
decides, as always; it simply gains a third volume - the track ledger.

Key Finding

One objective, itemised. 500 Coupés, 2018-2020, production concluded. M840TR 4.0-litre twin-turbo V8, 800 PS
and 800 Nm, seven-speed SSG, rear-wheel drive, no hybrid - the lightest McLaren of its era, producing more
downforce than any road-going McLaren before it. GTR, Sabre and LM conversions are separate cars, outside this
paper’s scope.

The styling was the debate; the engineering was never in question. Enthusiasts argued about the way it looks;
almost every serious test driver praised the way it drives. The contrast is now part of the car’s identity - and this
paper explains the debate rather than adjudicating it.

€1.0-1.4 million in current global terms, stabilised after early fluctuations. Appreciation has been more measured
than the P1’s, reflecting a more specialised character and a polarising design - yet the Senna remains one of the
strongest-performing Ultimate Series models, and collectors increasingly value it as one of the purest modern
driver’s cars.

02   THE MARQUE AND THE CAR

The Ultimate Series’ track chapter - after the P1, against the P1’s method.

The Ultimate Series is McLaren’s line of statements, and each statement answers the one before 
it: the P1 electrified the hypercar, the Speedtail would streamline it, the Elva would strip its roof -
and between them, in 2018, the Senna took the argument to the circuit. The approach was 
fundamentally different from the P1’s: not ultimate performance through hybrid technology, but 
through the removal of everything that does not make a car faster around a lap.
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The name carries the weight of McLaren’s history with Ayrton Senna, and the company spent it 
deliberately, on the most single-minded road car it had ever built - a car conceived around circuit 
performance and homologated for the road afterwards, which is the philosophy stated as a 
single fact. Official production ran to 500 Coupés worldwide, concluding in 2020. The track-
only Senna GTR, the Sabre and the LM conversions exist around the car’s edges; they are 
separate machines with separate markets, and they sit outside this paper’s scope.

MCLAREN CHARACTER

McLaren’s brief - lightness first, function-led design, engineering purity over visual theatre - reaches its logical
conclusion here. The Senna is the philosophy with the diplomacy removed: the lightest McLaren of its era despite
carrying more downforce than any road-going McLaren before it, an interior reduced to what the lap requires, and
bodywork whose every surface is an aerodynamic instruction. Where other marques build flagships to be admired,
Woking built one to be timed - and priced the difference into its character, not its engineering.

03   ARCHITECTURE: THE LAP TIME, ITEMISED

One objective and its consequences - the specification reads as a list of decisions.

The M840TR sits at the centre: a 4.0-litre twin-turbocharged V8, dry-sumped, flat-plane crank -
the mature M840T platform sharpened for this car - producing 800 PS and 800 Nm through a
seven-speed SSG dual-clutch to the rear wheels alone. Around it, Monocage III: the strongest
monocoque McLaren had built for a road car, carrying body panels whose exposed carbon is
specification, not decoration. The aerodynamics are the car’s defining system: an active rear
wing with DRS function on hydraulic actuators, active front aero elements, and a calibration that
belongs in the inspection protocol as surely as any engine parameter - because on this car the
downforce is a moving part. The numbers explain the emphasis: around 800 kg of downforce at
roughly 250 km/h, as manufacturer-quoted - territory no road-going McLaren had entered before.
The suspension is hydraulic - RaceActive Chassis Control II (RCC II), with accumulators, pump
and interlinked circuits in the established McLaren manner, wear items rather than design
defects - with front lift for the splitter’s sake. Braking is by carbon-ceramic discs sized for circuit
work; the exhaust is Inconel, built for heat cycles; and the doors carry the car’s signature: lower
glazed panels that divided opinion at launch and rarely present major engineering problems
since.



MARQUE INTELLIGENCE SUPERCAR MODELS - MCLAREN SENNA

MARQUE INTELLIGENCE   JULY 2026   PUBLIC SOURCES ONLY   NOT INVESTMENT ADVICE 03

MCLAREN SENNA - SPECIFICATION

Production 500 Coupés worldwide, 2018-2020; concluded. Senna GTR (track only), Sabre and LM
conversions separate - outside this paper’s scope

Structure Carbon Monocage III; exposed carbon bodywork - the lightest McLaren of its era

Engine M840TR 4.0-litre twin-turbo V8, dry sump, flat-plane crank - the M840T platform at its sharpest

Output 800 PS / 800 Nm

Gearbox 7-speed SSG dual-clutch; RWD

Aerodynamics Active rear wing with DRS, hydraulic actuators, active front aero elements - ~800 kg at ~250 km/h
(manufacturer-quoted), more than any road-going McLaren before it

Suspension Hydraulic RaceActive Chassis Control II (RCC II), with accumulators and front lift - wear items, not
design defects

Signature Inconel exhaust; lower glazed door panels - controversial stylistically, rarely a problem
mechanically

04   BEAUTY OR FUNCTION?

The debate explained, not adjudicated - because the debate is part of the car.

No McLaren has been argued about like this one. Many enthusiasts criticised the Senna’s styling
from the day it was revealed - the glazed lower doors, the towering rear wing, the exposed
carbon, the sparse interior, the proportions that photograph like a regulation rather than a shape.
Yet almost every serious test driver who has run the car at pace has praised its dynamics in
terms reserved for very few road cars: extraordinary chassis performance, immense
aerodynamic capability, steering precision of a clarity the segment rarely offers. Both positions
are held honestly, and both are looking at the same car.

This paper takes no position on the appearance, because it does not need one. Whether a
reader likes the way the Senna looks is subjective; evaluating the car is not - and evaluation
requires understanding that almost every controversial feature has a functional justification. The
door glazing exists so the driver can place the car to the apex-centimetre. The wing is that tall
because that is where the clean air is. The interior is sparse because trim is mass, and mass is
lap time. These were not styling exercises that misfired; they were engineering decisions that
were never asked to be beautiful. Time has moved the debate, too: public opinion has softened,
and many who disliked the car in 2018 appreciate it considerably more today. The contrast
between aesthetic controversy and engineering excellence has become part of the car’s identity
- and, as the market chapter shows, the buyers who understood the distinction early have
consistently been the ones who bought well.

05   THE SYSTEMS: THE FILE GAINS A THIRD VOLUME

Provenance leads, the track ledger follows - and neither is read with prejudice.
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Provenance leads, for the first time in this series as the single most important buying criterion. At
this level the documents influence value almost as much as condition: the original supplying
dealer, the ownership history, the McLaren Special Operations specification, the option sheet,
the invoices, the delivery documentation - all verified, all reconciled against the car. Then the
track ledger, read without prejudice: most Sennas have seen circuit use, and circuit use is
expected - the questions are how often, whether professionally maintained, and whether
documented. Brake history, alignment sheets, tyre replacement records, suspension servicing
and fluid changes tell that story; a complete track ledger is evidence of an owner who used the
car as designed and paid the bills that use demands. The service file completes the paperwork:
annual servicing, software updates, recalls, gearbox servicing, cooling-system maintenance -
cars maintained continuously by McLaren command materially stronger market confidence.

The systems map follows the specification’s priorities. The active aerodynamics first: rear wing
operation through its full travel, hydraulic actuators, DRS function, front aero elements, and
calibration - aero warnings require specialist diagnostics, not optimism - with the wing endplates
read for repairs, because track contact sometimes finds them first. The hydraulic suspension
next: accumulator condition, pump operation, ride-height consistency, front lift and leaks - as with
other hydraulic McLarens these are wear items rather than design defects, priced and scheduled
rather than feared. Monocage III is inspected as every tub in this series - accident repairs,
underbody, suspension mounting points, crash structures; the chassis itself is exceptionally
strong, so the repair history is the question. The carbon bodywork deserves its own discipline:
splitter, diffuser, side blades, rear wing and engine cover examined in good light for impact
damage, delamination, refinishing and poorly repaired carbon - the underfloor aero panels
included, because circuit kerbs occasionally damage areas owners rarely see - and replacement
parts are expensive and often carry long lead times. Brakes are measured, never assumed: disc
condition read for heat-related surface crazing rather than simple wear, pad thickness, calipers,
fluid history - many cars have worked hard. The Inconel exhaust is checked at its welds, heat
shields and mounting brackets, because heat cycles deserve attention. And the door glazing -
cracks, seals, water ingress, latch operation - closes the list it started.

THE TRACK LEDGER

For the first time in this series, the paper states it plainly: track history should not automatically reduce value. The
Senna was engineered for circuit use, and most examples have seen it - so the discount belongs not to the car that
ran, but to the car that ran undocumented. A professionally maintained example, exercised as intended with brake
history, alignment sheets, tyre records and suspension servicing on file, can be a stronger ownership proposition
than a delivery-mileage car that has spent years largely static. The question is never whether it saw the circuit; it is
how it was maintained when it did, and what was written down.

06   MARKET AND MONEY

Priced by its purity, discounted by its face - the gap is the informed buyer’s territory 
again.

Approximate global terms, 2026: €1.0-1.4 million, with exceptional MSO specifications, delivery 
mileage or significant provenance commanding higher prices. The market has generally 
stabilised after early fluctuations.
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The honest comparison belongs here: the Senna has not appreciated as dramatically as 
the P1, and the reasons are structural - a more specialised character, a polarising design, 
and a car that asks its owner to be a driver first. Yet it remains one of McLaren’s strongest-
performing Ultimate Series models, and its collector foundation is unusually solid: official 
production of 500 cars, the direct connection to Ayrton Senna, and engineering credentials 
that few rivals of its era match. Collectors increasingly value it as one of the purest modern 
driver’s cars rather than as a conventional luxury supercar - which is precisely why the buying 
premium follows provenance first, the track ledger second, specification third.

One distinction increasingly organises the market within the market: the MSO commissions. A 
surprisingly high proportion of Sennas carry bespoke McLaren Special Operations colours, 
exposed-carbon specifications or unique liveries, and collectors now distinguish heavily between 
a standard car and a documented commission. On the Senna the option sheet has become a 
provenance document in its own right - and the premium follows it.

RUNNING COSTS - EUROPEAN OWNERSHIP (TYPICAL BANDS)

Annual service €3,000-5,000

Major service €6,000-10,000

Hydraulic
accumulators

€2,000-3,000 each - periodic maintenance items, priced and scheduled

Carbon-ceramic
brakes

€25,000-35,000 - many cars have worked hard; measured, never assumed

Tyres €3,500-5,000 per set

Carbon body
repairs

Often five-figure costs - painted and exposed carbon demand significantly different repair
strategies; lead times to match

Inconel exhaust
repairs

Specialist-dependent - welds and heat shields inspected, not assumed

[Flagged] Track-focused ownership naturally increases consumable costs - the bands assume the car is used as designed.

07   THE BUYING PROTOCOL

The series protocol underneath - and above it, a viewing conducted in good light, with
the documents open.

Level One - at the viewing. Cold start, honestly cold. Hydraulic operation through its range, the
aero cycled and watched - wing travel, DRS, front elements - and warning lights through the full
cycle. The nose-lift cycled several times, not once - many owners use it constantly, and its
hydraulics deserve the repetition. The splitter examined for the acquaintance it has inevitably
made with the ground; tyre age and brake wear read as the track ledger’s physical evidence;
body and panel alignment judged honestly; and every exposed carbon component inspected in
good lighting, because on this car the bodywork is both structure and money. The documents -
provenance, service, track - read without hurry, against the car.
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Level Two - the specialist PPI. The McLaren diagnostic scan with stored codes interpreted; a
hydraulic pressure test across the suspension system; brake measurement with disc condition
quantified; suspension inspection with the accumulators assessed on age and pressure; a
dedicated carbon inspection by an examiner who knows repaired carbon when the light catches
it; aero calibration verified against factory parameters; alignment verification - the geometry is the
car - with corner-weight verification after any accident repair, a check track-focused buyers
increasingly ask for; and software confirmation against the factory record.

Level Three - walk away. Incomplete ownership history at this value, on this platform.
Unresolved hydraulic faults. Significant carbon repairs without authoritative documentation.
Undocumented accident damage of any kind. Neglected servicing on a car whose consumables
are its honesty. Unresolved aero warnings presented as temperament. Poor-quality aftermarket
modification - on a car this integrated it subtracts value twice, once in substance and once in
signal. The standing rule closes the list: the buyer who cannot walk away has already overpaid.

THE AERO RULE

Everything you dislike about the Senna was probably done on purpose. The glazed doors, the towering wing, the
exposed carbon, the sparse interior, even the proportions - not styling exercises, but engineering decisions made in
pursuit of lap time. Whether you like the result is subjective; evaluating the car requires reading its controversies as
function. The rule extends the series’ ladder - Systems, Longtail, Entry, Consumables, Maturity, Precision,
Purpose, Software - with the entry the Ultimate Series was always going to demand: on the Senna, judge the
function, then the file, and never the face.

08   OWNERSHIP ECONOMICS AND SCENARIOS

Familiar arithmetic at an unfamiliar altitude - the consumables are the honesty of the
car.

The scenarios model a well-bought €1.2 million car with complete provenance and a
documented track ledger, exercised as intended - several circuit days a year - and maintained by
McLaren or an acknowledged specialist. On this car the arithmetic is dominated not by
depreciation but by consumables: brakes, tyres and hydraulic service scale with circuit use, and
the owner who budgets them as the price of the car’s purpose owns it more cheaply, per smile,
than the owner who defers them. The bands below state assumptions rather than certainties,
and the flagged line carries the honest caveat.

OWNERSHIP SCENARIOS - WELL-BOUGHT CAR (PLANNING BANDS)

Year 1 €8,000-15,000: entry PPI with hydraulic pressure test and carbon inspection, annual service,
conditioner routine, alignment baseline

Years 1-3 €20,000-40,000 cumulative: services, tyre sets and brake consumables per track use,
accumulators as they fall due

Years 1-5 €40,000-75,000 cumulative: adds a major service and continued consumables - with brake
replacement the dominant variable where circuit use is regular

[Flagged] Assumption-based planning bands; consumable costs scale directly with circuit use, and a static ownership profile sits below these
bands - at the price of the car’s purpose.
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OWNERSHIP VERDICT - THE RATINGS

Reliability Mechanically robust, benefiting from the mature M840T platform - most ownership
costs relate to specialist servicing and track-related consumables rather than
fundamental engineering weaknesses

Maintenance costs Very high. Consumables, carbon components and specialist labour dominate
ownership costs - the price of the car’s purpose, stated plainly

Parts availability Strong factory support - although Senna-specific aerodynamic and carbon-fibre
components can involve long lead times

Investment
potential

A unique collector position: 500 cars, the Senna name, extraordinary engineering
credentials - appreciation more measured than the P1’s, reflecting a more specialised
character and polarising design

MARQUE BUYING SCORE - McLAREN SENNA

Reliability 8.5 / 10

Driving experience 10 / 10

Ownership cost 4.5 / 10

Parts availability 8 / 10

Long-term
collectability

10 / 10

Investment
potential

9.5 / 10

Scored on the fixed series rubric: an 8 in Reliability means the same across every marque and paper - the stars judge the ownership experience,
the score benchmarks the car inside the library.

METHODOLOGY AND A NOTE ON VALUES

Built from public sources: McLaren model documentation (Senna 2018-2020, Ultimate Series positioning, M840TR,
Monocage III, active aerodynamics, hydraulic suspension, 500-car production as officially stated),
owner-community data and specialist documentation for the fault map, maintenance items and cost bands, and
current global asking data, 2026. Recorded results run below asking. Track-use consumables are stated as
use-dependent rather than averaged away. Assumptions are marked [Flagged]. Nothing here is investment advice.

09   SYNTHESIS

The car that was never asked to be liked - and is increasingly valued for exactly that.

The Senna is the paper where the series’ method meets a car that refuses half of the usual
questions. It is not beautiful by consensus and does not care; it is not practical and never
claimed to be; it did not appreciate like the P1 and was not built to. What it is, is the purest
expression of the McLaren brief this library has yet examined - lightness, function and lap time
pursued to the point where the pursuit itself became the styling. Every law of the series still
applies: the file decides, the documents outrank the impressions, the specialist outranks the
seller. The Senna simply adds its own clause - the file now includes the circuit, and reads it as
evidence of purpose rather than as a deduction.
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The buyer’s task: read the provenance before the odometer, read the track ledger without
prejudice, cycle the aero and watch it move, pressure-test the hydraulics, inspect every carbon
surface in honest light, and prefer the exercised, documented car over the static, silent one. Do
that, and the Senna delivers what no other modern McLaren quite does: the company’s
philosophy at full concentration - a car whose every controversy was the price of its capability,
bought by the one buyer it was always meant for.

WHO SHOULD BUY THIS CAR

Ideal buyer: the driver-collector with circuit access and the discipline to document it; comfortable reading a track
ledger as evidence rather than damage, budgeting consumables as the price of purpose, and owning a car whose
styling requires explanation at dinner and none at all on the circuit.

Less suitable: the buyer who wants their flagship beautiful by consensus - the market offers gentler shapes; the
practicality-minded, because the Senna concedes nothing to the errand; and the purely static collector - the car
tolerates preservation, but it was built to be exercised, and its strongest examples usually have been.

BOTTOM LINE

The purest modern driver’s car in this library: 500 Coupés, M840TR, 800 PS, more downforce than any road-going
McLaren before it, €1.0-1.4 million and stabilised. The styling was the debate; the engineering was never in
question. Provenance first, the track ledger second, specification third - and the discount belongs to the
undocumented car, never to the exercised one.

ONE-SENTENCE VERDICT

Everything you dislike about the Senna was probably done on purpose - judge the
function and the file, never the face.

SOURCES

McLaren model documentation (Senna 2018-2020; Ultimate Series positioning after the P1, alongside Speedtail and Elva;
M840TR 4.0-litre twin-turbo V8, dry sump, flat-plane crank; 800 PS / 800 Nm; seven-speed SSG; Monocage III; active
aerodynamics with DRS, ~800 kg at ~250 km/h as manufacturer-quoted; RaceActive Chassis Control II; Inconel exhaust; 500
Coupés, production concluded 2020; GTR, Sabre and LM conversions as separate variants; MSO commission specifications
as publicly documented); owner-community data and specialist documentation for the maintenance map, known weaknesses
and cost bands in Sections 05-08; current global asking data, 2026. Estimates are stated as estimates, and uncertainty as
uncertainty, throughout.

Author. Uwe Riemeyer, Marque Intelligence (an IMP InterMediaPartners venture, est. 1976). This paper is research-led
throughout, built on the disclosed perspective established in Paper 36. It is research and commentary, not investment advice;
vehicle values fluctuate, and any purchase decision is the reader’s own.




