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1   Executive Summary 

The Ferrari 488 sits between two more loved cars and that, more than any engineering decision, defines
its market position. The 458 it replaced is celebrated as the last naturally aspirated mid-engine V8. The
F8 Tributo that followed refined the package, brought back design language closer to the 458, and is read
by many as the more complete car of the three. The 488 is the one in the middle — the car that broke the
clean lines, introduced the side intakes, switched to twin turbocharging, and asked enthusiasts to accept
all of that at once.

Ten years on, the data is becoming clearer. Production was very large — 23,589 units in total across all 488 variants
between 2015 and 2020 according to Forza Magazine's accounting. Of those, 7,467 were GTBs, 7,881 Spiders, 5,658
Pistas, and 1,433 Pista Spiders. The 488 was a high-volume Ferrari in a way the 458 Speciale or the Pista Spider
variants individually were not. That volume keeps a floor under GTB and Spider values today — not a ceiling, but a
floor.

Three movements describe the current 488 market. First, the standard GTB and Spider, after several years of mild but
persistent depreciation, are now bottoming out: mobile.de's good-price band sits between €203,600 and €236,914 as
of April 2026, and Classic.com puts the GTB U.S. average at $224,113. Second, the Pista has clearly re-rated — the
Classic.com record of $825,000 was set on 19 February 2026, and the Pista Spider record of $1.21 million was set on
17 January 2026. Third, the Pista market has split internally: the variant has become so customisable that two cars
wearing the same badge can be entirely different propositions, and the build sheet now matters more than the model
name.

23,589
Total 488 units produced
2015–2020 (Forza, all variants)

670 / 720
PS — GTB / Pista output

4×
Consecutive Engine of the Year
wins, F154 (2016–2019)

$1.21M
488 Pista Spider record —
Classic.com, Jan 2026

The argument of this paper

The 488 is an underdog by circumstance, not by engineering. The F154 twin-turbo V8 won the International Engine of the
Year four years running — a record never matched. The car drives smoothly enough to function as a usable GT in auto
mode, and aggressively enough that near-full power can rarely be deployed on public roads. The split within the
enthusiast community traces to design and aural character, not to the underlying car. As that conversation cools, GTB
and Spider values are stabilising and the Pista — especially in correctly specified form — has crossed into collector
territory.
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2   The 488 in the V8 Lineage 

Ferrari's mid-engine V8 line has run continuously since the 308 GTB of 1975. Within the 21st-century
chapter, three cars define the modern era: the 458 Italia (2010–2015), the 488 (2015–2020), and the F8
Tributo (2019–2022). Each succeeds the other within a five-year cadence, and the design and
engineering decisions taken in each generation set up the question that the next has to answer.

2.1   What the 458 set up
The 458 finished the naturally aspirated era. The F136 4.5-litre V8 revved to 9,000 rpm. The bodywork, signed by
Pininfarina under Donato Coco's direction, is widely accepted as one of the most resolved Ferrari shapes of the last
twenty-five years — clean nose, no large vents in the doors, and a tail formed around three central exhaust outlets.
Paper 03 of this series treated the 458 in detail; the relevant point for the 488 is that the 458 left two things behind. One
was a sound — an atmospheric howl that no turbocharged engine can reproduce. The other was a silhouette many
enthusiasts already considered the definitive modern Ferrari shape.

2.2   Why the 488 had to break the lines
The shift to forced induction was not a stylistic choice. Worldwide emissions standards by the mid-2010s made
large-displacement naturally aspirated V8s commercially difficult, especially under European cycle testing. Forza
Magazine's account in Issue 219 puts it directly: a new format was needed. The F154 twin-turbocharged V8 had
already debuted in the California T in 2014. In the 488, the 3.9-litre unit produced 670 PS (661 hp), 100 PS more than
the 458, while emitting around 6% less CO2 and using less fuel. It was a clean technical win.

The styling consequence was less clean. Twin turbochargers needed cooling air. Cooling air in a mid-engine car has to
come from somewhere on the side of the body, and on the 488 it comes from large air intakes carved into the doors
and rear quarters — the intakes that, as an owner has put it, you see in the door mirrors every time you check them.
They are functional. They are also the visual feature that broke continuity with the 458.

The mirror question
Whether the side intakes look right is a matter of taste, and reasonable enthusiasts disagree. The functional argument is
uncontroversial: they feed the intercoolers and the engine. The aesthetic argument has divided the community since
2015. The F8 Tributo's design choice to revert to a cleaner side surface and route cooling differently is a quiet
acknowledgement that the discussion was real.

2.3   What the F8 then took further
The F8 Tributo, unveiled in March 2019, kept the 488's 720 PS Pista-spec F154 engine, refined the aerodynamics with
the S-Duct front and the blown spoiler from the Pista, and visually pulled some elements back toward 458 vocabulary
— a cleaner side surface, the four round tail lamps, a more flowing rear deck. In the lineage of the three, the F8 reads
as the most modern and the clearest evolution: more power, better aerodynamics, and a design that less openly
advertised its turbochargers. That position — the F8 as the resolved version of the 488's technology — is part of why
the 488 itself reads as a transitional car. It also explains why the 488 found itself on the wrong side of two arguments at
once: the naturally aspirated argument (lost to the 458) and the resolved-design argument (lost to the F8).
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3   Variants and Technical Specifications 

The 488 family on public roads consists of four core production variants (GTB, Spider, Pista, Pista
Spider), plus the 488 Pista Piloti Ferrari limited customer-racing edition and the various track-only and
one-off derivatives. The road variants are listed below with verified factory specifications. Track-only cars
(488 Challenge, 488 GT3, 488 GTE) and one-offs (SP38, P80/C, KC23, Touring Arese RH95) are
excluded from the market analysis in later sections, in line with the approach taken in Papers 01, 02 and
03.

Variant Years Power Torque 0–100 km/h
(0–60 mph)

0–200
km/h

Top speed Curb weight

488 GTB 2015–20
19

670 PS / 661
hp

760 Nm / 561
lb-ft

3.0 s / 3.0 s 8.3 s 330 km/h / 205
mph

1,475 kg / 3,252 lb

488 Spider 2015–20
19

670 PS / 661
hp

760 Nm / 561
lb-ft

3.0 s / 3.0 s 8.7 s 325 km/h / 202
mph

1,525 kg / 3,362 lb

488 Pista 2018–20
20

720 PS / 710
hp

770 Nm / 568
lb-ft

2.85 s / 2.9 s 7.6 s 340 km/h / 211
mph

1,385 kg / 3,053 lb

488 Pista
Spider

2019–20
20

720 PS / 710
hp

770 Nm / 568
lb-ft

2.85 s / 2.9 s 8.0 s 340 km/h / 211
mph

1,485 kg / 3,274 lb

488 Pista
Piloti

2019–20
20

720 PS / 710
hp

770 Nm / 568
lb-ft

2.85 s / 2.9 s 7.6 s 340 km/h / 211
mph

1,385 kg / 3,053 lb

Sources: Ferrari S.p.A. official press releases — 488 GTB Geneva 2015 (0–100 km/h 3.0 s, 0–200 km/h 8.3 s, 760 Nm in 7th gear); 488 Spider
Frankfurt 2015; 488 Pista Geneva 2018 (Ferrari claim 0–200 km/h 7.6 s); 488 Pista Spider Pebble Beach 2018; ferrari.com 488 Pista product page
(US/EN). Cross-referenced with: Wikipedia F154 engine article; ferrarilife.com Geneva press kit reproduction; AccelerationTimes; Ultimate Specs;
evo magazine Pista review (May 2018). Independent ArabGT prototype testing (May 2018) recorded 0–100 km/h in 2.26 s and 0–200 km/h in 6.94
s for the Pista, suggesting Ferrari's claimed figures are conservative.

Curb weights are factory figures with all standard fluids; the dry weight of the Pista is 1,280 kg (Ferrari press release 2018), giving a curb-weight
reduction of approximately 90 kg versus the GTB. The reduction is achieved through specific weight-saving measures documented by Ferrari and
confirmed by independent testing: carbon-fibre engine cover, front and rear bumpers, blown rear spoiler and S-Duct surrounds (Forza Magazine
Issue 219; ferrari.com Pista technical page); titanium connecting rods and lighter crankshaft and flywheel inside the engine (Wikipedia F154 article;
Engine Technology International June 2018); lighter wheels (forged alloy as standard; one-piece carbon-fibre as a ~$15,000 option); and reduced
sound-insulation and trim mass in the cabin.

3.1   Engine and drivetrain — F154 CB and F154 CC
Both the GTB/Spider engine (F154 CB) and the Pista engine (F154 CC) share the same 3,902 cc displacement, 90°
V-angle, twin parallel twin-scroll IHI turbochargers with titanium-aluminide compressor wheels, direct fuel injection, and
a 7-speed dual-clutch Getrag gearbox. The transmission carries over the dual-clutch architecture introduced on the
458 (replacing the single-clutch F1 paddle-shift system used on the 360, F430 and California), but the gear ratios are
recalibrated for the 488's torque profile, with Variable Torque Management progressively delivering increasing torque
values up through the gears to optimise acceleration. Ferrari's claimed throttle response time is 0.8 seconds at 2,000
rpm in third gear — a deliberate engineering response to the ‘turbo-lag’ concern that dominated the 488's pre-launch
discussion.

The F154 CC differs from the CB in significant detail: titanium connecting rods, a lighter crankshaft and flywheel,
revised camshaft profiles, a reworked intake system, and recalibrated turbocharger mapping. The result is 50 PS more,
10 Nm more torque, and a 0.15-second improvement in 0–100 km/h, but more importantly a different character —
sharper throttle response and a higher willingness to rev (8,000 rpm redline retained on both, but the CC reaches it
more readily).

3.2   Side Slip Control 2 and active aerodynamics
Side Slip Control, introduced on the 458 Speciale, was retuned for the 488 as SSC2 and now also adjusts the
electronic differential and the magnetorheological damper rates in real time. The aerodynamic package delivers 50%
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3.2   Side Slip Control 2 and active aerodynamics

Side Slip Control, introduced on the 458 Speciale, was retuned for the 488 as SSC2 and now also adjusts the
electronic differential and the magnetorheological damper rates in real time. The aerodynamic package delivers 50% 
more downforce than the 458 through large cooling outlets in the engine cover, active flaps at the rear, and underbody 
turbulators. The Pista adds an S-Duct at the front and the blown rear spoiler, developed from the 488 Challenge and 
488 GTE racing programmes, increasing downforce by a further 20% over the GTB.
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4   Production Numbers 

Total production of the 488 family across road and track variants reached approximately 23,589
examples between 2015 and 2020, according to Forza Magazine (Issue 219, December 2024), citing
Michael Sheehan's analysis. These figures are at the high end of public estimates: less-specialist
sources, including some manufacturer summaries and secondary databases, quote 11,000–15,000 unit
ranges. The Forza figure is treated as authoritative in this paper because Sheehan's Ferrari market
analysis is widely cross-referenced (Hagerty, RM Sotheby's valuation work, Bonhams catalogues), but
the figures should be treated as best-available estimates rather than Ferrari-confirmed numbers —
Ferrari does not publish per-model production volumes for non-numbered series.

Variant Production Status

488 GTB 7,467 High-volume series production

488 Spider 7,881 Highest-volume 488 variant

488 Pista 5,658 Special series — not numbered limited

488 Pista Spider 1,433 Special series Spider

488 Challenge 942 One-make series race car

488 GT3 / GT3 Evo / GTE / GTE Evo 208 Customer racing programmes

488 Pista Piloti Ferrari <100 (incl. above) Customer-racing exclusive limited edition

TOTAL 23,589 All variants 2015–2020

Source: Forza Magazine, ‘Blown Away,’ Issue 219, December 2024 (Michael Sheehan). Production figures for individual specific colour or trim
editions, including Tailor Made commissions, are not separately disclosed by Ferrari and are subsumed into the above totals.

Why the GTB and Spider are not collectible by scarcity
At ~7,500 units each, the GTB and Spider are not rare cars by any Ferrari standard. The 458 Italia, in comparison, sold an
estimated 12,000 units across coupe and Spider combined. Production is the structural reason GTB/Spider values do not
rise the way the 458 Speciale's have: there are simply more 488s in the market. The Pista is the relative anomaly — 5,658
units is also not rare, but 5,658 cars built to a true special-series specification is rare enough, and the Pista Spider's 1,433
units is the figure that starts to matter.

4.1   Germany-specific data
The Federal Motor Transport Authority (Kraftfahrt-Bundesamt) records 2,209 new Ferrari 488 registrations in Germany
between 2015 and 2021, with 2018 the strongest year at 486 registrations. From 2022 to 2024 the 488 was no longer
separately reported. In 2025 two further new registrations were recorded — presumably late deliveries or
recommissioned stock. (Source: KBA, via Wikipedia DE.)
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5   Design and the Twin-Turbo Identity 

The 488 was designed in-house at Centro Stile Ferrari under Flavio Manzoni, with engineering input from
the aerodynamic and thermal departments. It marked the end of the long Ferrari–Pininfarina design
partnership that had produced the 458, although the 488's shape descends visually from the 458 it
replaced. What changed was the vocabulary — cleaner lines became more aggressive ones, smooth
panels became surfaces with cuts, and the side of the car carried functional intakes rather than
continuous bodywork.

5.1   The split in the enthusiast community
Two camps formed almost immediately on the 488's launch in 2015. The first read the new design as a logical
evolution: more aggressive, more functional, more confident in showing what the engine needed. Top Gear (December
2015), in awarding the 488 GTB Supercar of the Year, described the car as ‘the new benchmark’ and treated the
intakes as part of the package rather than a flaw. Motor Trend (October 2017), naming the 488 GTB its Best Driver's
Car, took a similar view. The second camp read the design as a regression from the 458 — the side intakes specifically
were criticised in long-form reviews in CAR Magazine and on the FerrariChat forums as breaking the smooth flank that
defined the 458's elegance. Forza Magazine's Issue 219 retrospective (December 2024) summarised the discussion in
the rear-view mirror as ‘polarising at launch, vindicated by time.’

A decade on, the design is read more generously than it was at launch — partly because time has placed it within a
recognisable evolution, and partly because the F8 Tributo gave the marketplace something to compare it against. The
intakes are still the most-cited point of contention. Owners report — in driver feedback and across Ferrari forums —
that the intakes are visible in the side mirrors at most driving angles, which is either a constant reminder of the
engineering or a constant reminder of the design compromise, depending on how the owner reads it.

5.2   The aural problem
Beyond the silhouette, the second source of community division was sound. The 458's naturally aspirated F136 V8
revved to 9,000 rpm and produced an exhaust note that became part of how the car was understood. The 488's F154
engine, regardless of how technically accomplished it is — and it is — fundamentally cannot reproduce that note.
Twin-scroll turbochargers smooth the intake and exhaust flow; the result is a quieter, deeper, more industrial sound.
Forza Magazine's test (Issue 219) describes the 488 as offering ‘an intimidating bellow complemented by the whistles
and pops of the two massive turbochargers,’ which is a reasonable summary — the 488 sounds like a different car, not
a worse one. But for buyers who came to Ferrari for the V8 howl, ‘different’ was, in 2015, a problem.

5.3   The Pista's visual differentiation
The Pista resolves the design debate within itself. The S-Duct, the central nose stripe (in livery cars), the carbon-fibre
engine cover, the blown spoiler, the optional carbon wheels and the optional Inconel exhaust together produce a car
whose intent is unambiguous — this is a track-derived special-series Ferrari, in the F40–360 Stradale–430
Scuderia–458 Speciale lineage. Many Pista examples were specified with bold liveries (the Italian tricolore stripe,
two-tone schemes referencing the 488 GTE), and these specifications are now what determines auction-room
performance more than condition or mileage alone. We return to this in Section 9.

5.4   The GPF question — a 488 market advantage
One of the most consequential market dynamics for the 488 series is also one of the least documented in mainstream
coverage: the introduction of the Gasoline Particulate Filter (GPF, also known as OPF or PPF). The European Union's
Euro 6d-TEMP standard, applied to new vehicle types from September 2017 and to all new registrations from
September 2018, introduced particle-number limits for direct-injection petrol engines that effectively required GPFs on
most affected vehicles. The filter, fitted in the exhaust system after the catalytic converters, reduces fine-particulate
emissions — and, as a documented secondary effect, noticeably mutes the exhaust note of the cars to which it is fitted.
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Ferrari's GPF rollout, per Wikipedia's Gasoline Particulate Filter article and Scuderia Car Parts' technical
documentation, began with the F8 Tributo (2019–2022). The 488 GTB and 488 Spider, with European production
ending in 2019 and benefitting from the small-volume manufacturer transitional arrangements available to Ferrari and
McLaren under Euro 6d-TEMP, do not have factory-fitted GPFs. The 488 Pista (2018–2020) sits at the boundary — the
great majority of Pistas were produced and homologated under pre-GPF arrangements, and Ferrari's own technical
documentation does not list the GPF as a Pista feature.

Why this matters for resale

Collectors and enthusiast buyers in Europe are now actively prioritising non-GPF cars across multiple supercar marques
(Porsche 911 GT3, Audi R8, and the Ferrari V8 mid-engine line). The 488 GTB, 488 Spider and the 488 Pista all sit on
the favoured side of this divide. The F8 Tributo that succeeded the 488 has documented GPF fitment and, in side-by-side
comparisons reported on Corvette Forum and Pistonheads, sounds noticeably muted versus an equivalent 488. For
European buyers in particular, this is one of the structural reasons the 488's exhaust character is now being valued, not
just remembered.

A note on bias

The author owns an example of this model. The reading above attempts to treat the design discussion fairly, including the
criticisms. What follows in Section 6 about drivability is reported from the seat where possible, but cross-referenced with
published independent road tests and owner-survey data. Where ownership perspective and published consensus
diverge, both are stated.
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6   Drivability and the GT Side 

One of the more under-reported aspects of the 488 is how usable it is as a road car. Independent reviews
from Top Gear, Motor Trend (which named the 488 GTB its 2017 Best Driver's Car), Autocar and Forza
Magazine all converge on the same observation: in Auto mode, the 488's suspension absorbs broken
surfaces with more compliance than the 458, the dual-clutch gearbox shifts smoothly enough to be
unobtrusive, and noise levels at cruising speed are surprisingly contained. This is a significant change of
character from the 458, and a deliberate one.

6.1   Power and the legal-territory problem
With 670 PS in the GTB and 720 PS in the Pista, the 488 has more power than any public road can sensibly absorb.
The car reaches 100 km/h in about three seconds, 200 km/h in under nine, and continues building speed at a rate that
exits any sensible legal envelope within a few seconds of full throttle. The practical consequence is that 488 owners
rarely deploy more than 50–60% of available output on public roads, and the 720 PS Pista figure is largely a track-day
proposition. Where the 488's power surge is felt — and where the car genuinely earns its character — is in mid-range
overtaking, where the torque arrival from 3,000 rpm onwards is sudden enough to shift the perception of speed.

6.2   The GT genes — quiet in Auto
The 488's magnetorheological dampers (SCM-E system) and the manettino Wet/Sport/Race/CT-Off/ESC-Off positions
allow the chassis behaviour to shift considerably between settings. In Wet and Sport, with the gearbox in Auto, the car
settles into long-distance cruising surprisingly easily. Cabin noise at 130 km/h motorway pace is below comparable
McLaren 720S or Lamborghini Huracán levels, the seats are accommodating over multi-hour sessions, and the 7-year
free maintenance programme (transferable to subsequent owners regardless of mileage) keeps service costs
predictable for early ownership. None of this makes the 488 a Bentley, but it does place it closer to the GT end of the
supercar spectrum than the 458 was, and notably closer than the Pista derivative would suggest.

Independent reliability ratings support this reading. Kelley Blue Book (kbb.com) lists owner reliability for the 2019 488
GTB at 4.0 / 5.0, above-average for any low-production supercar of its era. Forza Magazine (Issue 219, December
2024) characterises the 488 as ‘as rugged and reliable as any now-nearly-10-year-old low-production supercar can
hope to be.’ Evo magazine's long-term test reporting (multiple issues 2017–2019) reaches a similar conclusion. None
of these endorsements are unqualified — the 488 is a complex, expensive machine to maintain — but the reliability
concerns common to earlier turbocharged supercars (BMW M5 V8 timing-chain failures, McLaren MP4-12C electronic
faults) are largely absent in the 488 record.

The transferable warranty point
Ferrari's 7-year Genuine Maintenance programme covers all scheduled service for seven years from the car's first
registration, and transfers to the second, third, or subsequent owner regardless of mileage. For 488 buyers in 2026, this
means a car first registered in late 2019 or 2020 may still have residual factory maintenance coverage — a material
consideration in the resale market, and one of the reasons ‘complete service history’ carries a documented price
premium.

6.3   Caveats — what daily-driver reading does not include
Practical limitations apply. Ferrari's factory fuel consumption figure for the 488 GTB on the ECE+EUDC combined cycle 
is 11.4 L/100 km with CO2 emissions of 260 g/km (Ferrari press release, 488 GTB Geneva 2015 technical data sheet, 
with HELE start-stop system). The Pista is rated at 11.5 L/100 km combined under WLTP. EPA-rated US economy for 
the 2017–2019 488 GTB is 15 mpg city / 19 mpg highway / 16 mpg combined (roughly 14.7 L/100 km combined —
tighter than the European figure because the EPA cycle weights urban driving more heavily). Real-world consumption 
in mixed driving typically lands at 14–16 L/100 km (15–17 mpg US), with track-day or aggressive road use easily 
doubling that. The front trunk capacity is limited and unsuited to anything beyond an overnight bag. Carbon-ceramic 
brake replacement, when required, runs in the €12,000–€15,000 range for a complete set including discs and pads at 
official Ferrari service. Tyres are model-specific (Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 or Pirelli P Zero Corsa on the Pista), and a 
set is €1,800–€2,400. These are not unique to the 488 in the supercar segment, but they are real costs that need to be 
planned for — not absorbed quietly.
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7   Technical Issues and Documented Recalls 

The 488 is, for a low-production turbocharged supercar of 2015–2020 vintage, broadly reliable. Forza
Magazine (Issue 219, December 2024) describes it as ‘as rugged and reliable as any
now-nearly-10-year-old low-production supercar can hope to be,’ and Kelley Blue Book's owner reliability
rating sits at 4.0/5.0 for the 2019 488 GTB (kbb.com). That said, several recall campaigns are publicly
documented through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) database, and a
number of non-recall issues are reported across owner forums and complaints data. The two categories
are kept separate below: recalls (formal NHTSA campaigns with documented remediation) versus
owner-reported issues (commonly observed but not subject to recall).

7.1   Formal NHTSA recall campaigns

Issue Year(s) affected NHTSA reference Resolution

Low-pressure fuel line / fuel pump
connection (fire risk)

2016 (early production) Stop-Sale Notice 18
December 2015 (Ferrari
Recall, NHTSA Action
2015–2016)

Fuel line assembly replaced free
of charge. Affected vehicles
were in dealer inventory; no
remediated cars sold to public.

Fuel vapour separator crack (fire risk) 2018–2019 GTB / Spider /
Pista; 2017 LaFerrari
Aperta; 2018–2019
GTC4Lusso, GTC4Lusso
T, 812 Superfast

NHTSA Recall 19V455 /
Ferrari Recall 69 (recall
began 25 June 2019)

Fuel vapour separator replaced
free of charge. ~2,150 vehicles
affected.

Brake fluid reservoir cap leak (loss of
braking)

2016–2019 488 GTB and
488 Spider (also 458
series 2010–2015)

NHTSA Campaign
21V833000 / Ferrari Recall
78 (owner notification 4
March 2022)

Brake fluid reservoir cap
replaced and software updated,
free of charge.

Airbag ECU malfunction
(Takata-related)

2018 488 Spider, 488 Pista
(also F12, California T, 488
GTB)

NHTSA recall
(Takata-related electronic
control unit issue)

ECU replacement /
reprogramming, free of charge.

Sources: NHTSA Recall Database (search for Ferrari 488 GTB at nhtsa.gov/recalls; campaign references 19V455 and 21V833000 retrievable
directly); Cars.com recall history (cars.com/research/ferrari-488_gtb/recalls/); Asbury Auto Group recall summary; Autoblog (December 2015) and
Motor Authority (January 2016) coverage of the fuel-line stop-sale.

7.2   Owner-reported issues (not formal recalls)

Issue Year(s) reported Source Remediation

Headliner / sun visor sagging 2017–2018 GTB, Spider NHTSA owner complaints
(multiple filings); FerrariChat
reports

Adhesive degradation. Trim
panel re-bonded at owner cost
typically €800–€1,500.

Sticky interior trim (climate control
buttons, dashboard)

All years FerrariChat, Pistonheads,
Cars.com complaints

Re-coating or panel
replacement; common across
early-2010s Ferraris (also 458,
F12).

Fuel pump operational issues (distinct
from fuel-line recalls)

All years FerrariChat owner reports;
NHTSA complaint filings

Pump replacement at official
Ferrari service or specialist;
not subject to recall.

Magnetorheological damper fluid
leaks (high mileage)

All years, manifests at
higher mileage

FerrariChat; specialist Ferrari
service centres

Per-corner replacement at
approximately €3,500 each at
retail.
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DCT rough or delayed shifting All years (when fluid
degraded)

FerrariChat; specialist
diagnostic reports

Fluid replacement; solenoid
replacement if required
(€6,000–€9,000 at official
Ferrari service).

All formal recalls listed in 7.1 above are remediable through the Ferrari dealer network at no cost to the owner, and any prospective purchase
should be cross-checked against the NHTSA VIN-lookup tool (vinrcl.safercar.gov/vin/) to confirm completion. The owner-reported issues in 7.2 are
discoverable through a thorough pre-purchase inspection by an authorised Ferrari service centre or established Ferrari specialist. The 7-year
maintenance programme means most early-life issues are resolved at no cost to the owner; the question for second and third owners is whether
the warranty has expired.

Issue Year(s) reported Source Remediation
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8   The F154 Engine: Four Consecutive World Titles 

Whatever the design or aural debate, the F154 twin-turbocharged V8 in the 488 won more International
Engine of the Year awards than any other engine in the competition's history. The figures are not
contested. Between 2016 and 2019, the F154 (in its CB and CC variants) took the overall title four years
in a row — a record never matched. Across all categories the engine accumulated 14 awards, including
the ‘Best of the Best’ recognition in 2018, naming it the most significant engine since the awards launched
in 1999.

Year Award Engine variant Output

2016 Overall · Best New Engine · 3–4 L class F154 CB 670 PS / 760 Nm

2017 Overall · 3–4 L class · Best Performance F154 CB 670 PS / 760 Nm

2018 Overall · 3–4 L class · Best Performance · Best of the Best F154 CB / CC 670 / 720 PS

2019 Overall · 550–650 PS class · Above 650 PS class · Best
Performance

F154 CB / CC 670 / 720 PS

Sources: Wikipedia F154 engine article; Engine Technology International (Slavnich, 2016–2019 award announcements); evo magazine awards
coverage; HotCars.com analysis; Motor Authority awards reporting; EngineLabs (2017 award reporting). The 14 awards total includes overall,
category, Best New Engine, Best Performance, and Best of the Best.

8.1   What the awards measure
The International Engine of the Year is voted by a panel of automotive journalists from approximately 60–76 countries.
The criteria combine performance metrics with subjective driving impressions, efficiency, technical innovation, and
refinement. The F154's dominance reflects three engineering achievements: minimal turbo lag (through low-density
titanium-aluminide compressor wheels), specific output (172 cv per litre at launch — a Ferrari road-car record), and
torque accessibility (peak torque from 3,000 rpm, dispelling the typical turbo-engine weakness in the lower rev range).

For a paper measuring whether the 488 deserves underdog or overlooked status, this section is the central
counter-argument. The car was underrated by enthusiasts on aural and aesthetic grounds. It was not underrated by the
engineering community. The engine was, on the metrics the industry measures, the best in the world for four years
running.
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9   The Pista Re-rating 

The 488 Pista has appreciated noticeably over the past 18 months. The headline figures are recent and
verifiable: the Classic.com all-time record for a 488 Pista coupe was set on 19 February 2026 at
$825,000, and the Pista Spider record was set on 17 January 2026 at $1,210,000. Both are roughly
2.5–3.5 times original MSRP (Pista Coupe ~$330,000, Pista Spider ~$370,000 at launch). These are not
isolated outliers — the average sale price across the Classic.com Pista dataset is $502,353, and the
Pista Spider average is $628,569. The market has, demonstrably, re-rated the variant.

The reasons the Pista has re-rated where the GTB has not are structural. The Pista carries the strongest version of the
F154 engine (720 PS, the most powerful V8 in Ferrari road history at launch). It received the Pista-specific
aerodynamics (S-Duct, blown spoiler) developed from the 488 Challenge and 488 GTE racing programmes. It is, in the
special-series lineage, the direct successor to the 458 Speciale, the 430 Scuderia, and the 360 Challenge Stradale.
And — the point that has become increasingly important — the Pista was offered with a far broader range of
customisation options than any prior Ferrari special series, which has produced a market in which build sheets matter
more than they ever have.

9.1   Recent benchmark sales
The following sales are documented through Classic.com, RM Sotheby's, Bring a Trailer, and The Classic Valuer. They
are presented in chronological order to show the trajectory rather than by sale value.

Date Variant Sale price (USD) Source / venue Notes

Nov 2023 488 Pista $172,000 Collecting Cars (Hong
Kong)

Lowest recorded sale — pre-rerating low

Feb 2022 488 Pista Spider $235,555 Public auction Pre-rerating Spider low

2024 avg 488 Pista Coupe £369,756 /
~$430,000

The Classic Valuer global
average

Average condition baseline

Jan 2026 488 Pista Spider $1,210,000 Classic.com record All-time high — spec-driven

Feb 2026 488 Pista $825,000 Bring a Trailer (US) All-time coupe record

Apr 2026 488 Pista RM Sotheby's
Monaco lot

TBD — auction this month 108 km, two-tone Nero/Argento
Nürburgring, full Ferrari Telemetry

Sources: Classic.com Pista and Pista Spider market FAQs (April 2026); The Classic Valuer Pista price guide (2026); RM Sotheby's Monaco
Auction 2026 lot R0009; Bring a Trailer auction archive.

9.2   The Pista Piloti Ferrari premium
The 488 Pista Piloti Ferrari, a customer-racing-exclusive limited edition designed by Ferrari Tailor Made to evoke the
AF Corse #51 488 GTE that won the 2017 FIA World Endurance Championship Drivers' and Manufacturers' titles,
trades at a measurable premium over the standard Pista. The Classic Valuer puts the average condition value at
£486,014 (~$566,000), with the highest recorded sale at £798,298 (~$929,000). Production was extremely limited, and
Ferrari sold only to existing Ferrari Challenge or customer-racing programme participants, which produces a
documented provenance trail. The Piloti is, structurally, the Pista variant that behaves most like a numbered
limited-series collectible.
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The four-colour rule — a replica red flag

Per Ferrari's 15 June 2018 press release at the Le Mans 24 Hours, and confirmed by RM Sotheby's lot documentation
and Motor1, the 488 Pista Piloti Ferrari was offered in exactly four exterior colours: Rosso Corsa, Blu Tour de France,
Nero Daytona, and Argento Nürburgring. Any car presented as a ‘Piloti Ferrari’ in a colour outside these four is almost
certainly a standard 488 Pista to which the tricolore livery and badging have been added retroactively — a cosmetic
conversion, not a Tailor Made original. For buyers, this is the single most reliable provenance check after the Ferrari
Tailor Made identification plate and the Le Mans #51 livery elements (matte black S-Duct, natural carbon-fibre rear
spoiler, perforated Alcantara interior with tricolore stitching).

Beyond the four-colour rule, two further provenance markers confirm a genuine Piloti: (1) a Tailor Made identification plate in the cabin, and (2) the
Italian flag stitching across the central band of the seat backrest and on the gearshift paddle edges. The exterior race number was personalised —
clients selected their own racing number, not just the launch demonstrator's #51 — so the number itself is not a verification marker, but its absence
from a properly-supplied Piloti would be unusual.
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10   The Customisation Problem — Why Pista is Not Pista 

The Pista deserves a separate section, because the variant introduces a market dynamic that did not
previously exist in the special-series lineage at this scale. The 458 Speciale was customisable, but within
a relatively constrained options list. The 488 Pista was sold during the period in which Ferrari
aggressively expanded its options programme, the Atelier configurator, and the Tailor Made bespoke
division. The result is a Pista population in which two cars sharing the same model name, year, and
mileage can have specifications that differ by €100,000 or more — and current market prices that differ
accordingly.

10.1   Where the option premium sits
Forza Magazine Issue 219 (December 2024) reports observed Pista configurations in which optional content alone
exceeds $500,000 over base MSRP — one example cited a $512,295 options total on top of a ~$330,000 base price.
The most consequential single options for current resale value are listed below. Each materially affects market
demand, and the absence of any one will be visible in the resale price.

Option Original cost (approx.) Effect on resale

Apple CarPlay (NIT system) ~$4,219 Major deal-breaker if absent. Cannot be retrofitted to
the Node Infotainment system. Buyers actively filter on
this option.

Carbon-fibre wheels (forged) ~$15,000 Significant premium. Buyers actively seek this option.

Carbon racing seats (1-piece) ~$8,000 Moderate premium. Comfort trade-off for serious
buyers acceptable.

Inconel exhaust system ~$10,000 Strong premium for sound; near-mandatory on
collector-grade cars.

Italian tricolore livery (NART stripe variants) ~$5,000–$15,000 Iconic spec. Buyers pay measurably more for cars so
configured.

Two-tone livery (e.g. Nero with Argento
Nürburgring roof)

~$15,000–$25,000 Bespoke premium. Tailor Made paint commands its
own market.

Track Inner Cam Kit / Ferrari Telemetry ~$5,000 Important for track-day buyers. Expected on
collector-grade Pistas.

Lift system (front nose lift) ~$6,000 Practical option. Buyers strongly prefer cars so
equipped.

Carbon engine cover / inner door panels /
dash inserts

~$8,000–$15,000 each Reinforces ‘collector-grade’ positioning. Cumulative
effect substantial.

Daytona-style seats ~$4,000 Polarising. Some buyers prefer standard sport seat.

Scuderia Ferrari shields (fender) ~$1,700 De facto standard expectation on collector cars.

Sources: Forza Magazine Issue 219 (specifically: Apple CarPlay $4,219; AFS headlights $2,169; back-up camera $2,700; carbon door panels
$8,605; carbon driver's zone $7,593; carbon dash inserts $6,748; coloured brake calipers $1,517; Scuderia shields $1,710; Daytona seats $4,049;
full-electric seats $7,593); Ferrari U.S. window sticker analysis (historical retail pricing); FerrariChat owner-reported configurations; RM Sotheby's
and Bring a Trailer lot specifications. The Apple CarPlay note specifically reflects the constraint that Ferrari's NIT (Node Infotainment) system used
in the 488 cannot be retrofitted with CarPlay after the fact — the option had to be specified at build, which makes its presence or absence a
frequent deal-breaker on the secondary market.

10.2   What this means for buyers
For a buyer entering the Pista market in 2026, three rules follow from the customisation problem. First, the listing price
alone is not enough — the build sheet (or, failing that, a high-quality photo set showing wheel, exhaust, seat and
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interior trim choices) is needed to evaluate whether the price is reasonable. Second, the spread within the Pista
population is now wide enough that an average example (no carbon wheels, standard seats, standard exhaust,
single-tone paint) sits €100,000–€150,000 below an optimally specified collector-grade example, regardless of
mileage. Third, identical specifications appreciate asymmetrically — the iconic configurations (tricolore-striped Bianco
Avus, full carbon Rosso Corsa, Tailor Made two-tone) lead the market, while less-loved colour combinations (browns,
certain greys) trade closer to the GTB tier despite the badge.

The practical consequence

A Pista purchase is not really a model purchase — it is a specification purchase. Two Pistas with the same year, mileage
and service history can be wildly different propositions. This is unlike the GTB, where the marketplace treats most cars as
roughly comparable. For investment-minded buyers, the rule is simple: only correctly specified Pistas have re-rated.
Standard-spec Pistas have followed the broader market more closely.
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11   European Market — Values and Listings 

European market data for the 488 in 2026 is broadly consistent across platforms. mobile.de's ‘good price’
band for a Ferrari 488 GTB sits between €203,600 and €236,914 as of 22 April 2026, with listings
extending up to roughly €320,000 for low-mileage, high-specification examples. The Spider commands a
modest premium, typically €215,000–€260,000. The Pista occupies a separate tier — current European
listings range from €380,000 for higher-mileage examples to over €550,000 for collector-grade
specifications. The Pista Spider's European market is thinner; few examples are publicly listed, and most
transactions are private or through Ferrari Approved channels.

11.1   Sample current listings (April 2026)

Variant Year Mileage Asking price Notes

488 GTB 2017 32,000 km €217,980 Mid-mileage standard spec, German dealer
(mobile.de)

488 GTB Carbon
Pack

2017 13,479 km €319,780 Carbon LED, Racing Seats, JBL audio —
high-spec premium

488 GTB 2019 8,670 km €236,980 Low mileage, late production

488 Spider 2017–201
9

Various €218,447–€259,824 mobile.de good-price band (April 2026)

488 Pista 2019 <10,000 km €380,000–€550,000 Range across European listings;
spec-dependent

488 Pista Piloti 2019–202
0

<5,000 km €500,000+ Few examples listed; collector network

Sources: mobile.de Ferrari 488 GTB FAQ (April 2026); The Parking aggregated listings (April 2026); Ferrari Approved European inventory; The
Classic Valuer 2026 price guides. Currency reference rate: ECB 27 April 2026, EUR/USD 1.1749, EUR/GBP 0.8658, EUR/JPY 187.06.

11.2   The bottoming-out signal
Several signals in the European market suggest the GTB and Spider are no longer in active depreciation. The
mobile.de ‘good price’ band has narrowed and stabilised over the past four months — in previous years it was wider
and the lower bound trended downward. Inventory depth is moderate (mid-double-digit listings rather than triple),
consistent with a market clearing rather than accumulating. The price spread between high-mileage and low-mileage
examples has tightened, which historically precedes appreciation. None of this guarantees that values will rise — but
the conditions for a floor are present, and the structural premise (last pure-ICE V8 supercar before the F8's gradual
displacement, then the hybrid 296 that replaced both) is the argument that will likely drive any upward movement when
it comes.
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12   US Market 

The US market for the 488 is the largest by volume and the most transparent on price. Classic.com
aggregates auction and dealer-reported sales across Bring a Trailer, Cars and Bids, Mecum, RM
Sotheby's and PCarMarket, providing the cleanest data set publicly available. April 2026 figures are
summarised below.

Variant Average sale
price

Range (low — high) Dataset n Recent notable sale

488 GTB $224,113 $108,000 — $390,500 Multiple dozens $390,500 (2017 GTB,
September 2025)

488 Spider ~$259,000 ~$220,000 — $506,000 Multiple dozens $506,000 outlier (2018 Spider,
2025)

488 Pista $502,353 $172,000 — $825,000 52 sales
(TheClassicValuer)

$825,000 (19 Feb 2026 record,
BaT)

488 Pista Spider $628,569 $235,555 — $1,210,000 Smaller dataset $1,210,000 (17 Jan 2026
record)

488 Pista Piloti ~$566,000
(£486K)

£386,900 — £798,298 Limited public sales £798,298 (~$929,000) all-time
high

Sources: Classic.com market FAQs (488 GTB, Pista, Pista Spider, all April 2026); The Classic Valuer (488 Pista, Pista Piloti price guides 2026);
Bring a Trailer auction archive; Automonitor sourcing guide (February 2026). Pista sourcing channels in the US are dominated by specialist dealers
(Ferrari of Beverly Hills, Long Island, Palm Beach) rather than auction platforms; only a fraction of US Pistas trade publicly.

12.1   The dealer-versus-auction spread
US Pista pricing varies meaningfully by sourcing channel. Bring a Trailer and Cars and Bids cluster at
$240,000–$290,000 for standard-spec Pistas, with Cars and Bids typically 5–10% lower than BaT for comparable cars
(lower buyer fees, less institutional bidding). Specialist dealer channels (DuPont Registry consignment, Ferrari
Approved network) trade at $260,000–$290,000+ with stronger documentation premiums. Private FerrariChat sales
clear at 5–10% below BaT, but only when the seller is motivated — which most owners of correctly specified Pistas,
currently, are not. The structural finding is that the public auction market understates the true clearing price for top-tier
Pistas, because the strongest cars never reach public auction.
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13   Japan and Asia 

Japan's 488 market is governed by the same dynamics as for the 458 — Cornes Motors (Ferrari Japan's
authorised distributor, founded 1976) controls the strongest channel, and Cornes-supplied cars carry a
documented provenance premium in subsequent resale. The 488 saw a significant Japan delivery during
2017–2018, and several limited Japan-market editions exist, including a 2016 50th-anniversary Cornes
edition based on the 488 Spider with a 690 PS tune (10 units).

Current Japanese market values track within 10% of European levels, with the yen weakness (EUR/JPY 187.06 as of
27 April 2026) shifting the yen-denominated price upward versus historical reference points. Pista examples in Japan
trade in the 70–100 million yen range (€375,000–€535,000), consistent with the European Pista market. The Pista
Piloti is essentially absent from the public Japanese market — any examples that exist circulate through
Cornes-managed private channels.

13.1   The Japan one-off — SP38 Deborah
Among the 488-derived one-offs, the SP38 deserves brief mention. Commissioned by a single Ferrari client and
unveiled at the 2018 Concorso d'Eleganza Villa d'Este, the SP38 is a 488 GTB-based one-off whose styling
deliberately invokes the F40. Carbon-fibre engine cover, distinct nose treatment, recontoured rear deck. As a one-off, it
is not marketed publicly and does not feature in any market index, but it represents the upper limit of what Ferrari's
special-projects division produced on the 488 architecture and is included here for completeness.
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14   The Underdog Position — Reread 

The argument that the 488 is an underdog rests on a particular reading of the V8 lineage. In that reading,
the 458 carries the prestige of the naturally aspirated era, the F8 carries the prestige of the resolved
design, and the 488 carries neither — it is the bridge that broke the lines and gave way to a quieter, more
turbocharged sound. That reading is correct as far as it goes. But it is also incomplete.

Why the 488 reads as the underdog

· Lost the ‘naturally aspirated era’ argument to the 458.

· Lost the ‘resolved design’ argument to the F8.

· The side intakes broke the 458's clean lines — and the
F8 partly walked them back.

· The aural shift from F136 howl to F154 turbo deeper /
quieter tone divided the community.

· Production volumes (~7,500 GTBs, ~7,900 Spiders)
prevent scarcity-driven appreciation.

· Standard-spec GTB and Spider have spent most of the
last five years in mild depreciation.

Why the 488 may be undervalued

· F154 engine: 4 consecutive Engine of the Year wins —
record never matched.

· Most powerful V8 in Ferrari road history at Pista launch
(720 PS).

· Pista has clearly re-rated; record sales in January and
February 2026.

· The 488 is the last pure-ICE V8 series before the hybrid
296 GTB — structural rarity over time.

· The 7-year transferable maintenance programme keeps
cost-of-ownership predictable.

· Reliability data (KBB 4.0/5.0; Forza endorsement)
supports usable supercar positioning.

14.1   The right framing
The 488 is not the most beautiful Ferrari V8. The 458 holds that consensus. The 488 is not the most resolved
engineering of its era. The F8 carries that consensus. What the 488 is — documented through awards, sales, and
ownership data — is a fast, reliable, increasingly affordable twin-turbocharged supercar with a world-record-holding
engine, a special-series Pista variant that has crossed into collector territory, and a production run large enough to
support a meaningful market for parts, service, and second-owner ownership. None of that requires the ‘most beautiful’
or ‘most resolved’ titles to function as a value proposition.

The honest reading: the 488 is no longer a bargain. The Pista is firmly out of bargain territory and into collector pricing.
The GTB and Spider are still buyable at sensible numbers, but the trajectory is no longer downward, and the case for
entering the market in 2026 has shifted from ‘cheap supercar’ to ‘reasonably priced future-stable supercar.’ The car still
represents value — just not the kind of value it represented in 2022 or 2023.
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15   Outlook 2026–2030 

Three trajectories appear plausible for the 488 family over the next four years. None of these are
predictions; they are scenarios consistent with current data and market structure.

15.1   GTB and Spider — mild appreciation
The most probable trajectory for the GTB and Spider is mild appreciation from current floor levels. The structural
drivers are: the 488 as the last full-ICE V8 series; the established maintenance and parts ecosystem for the F154
engine; the gradual absorption of available stock into long-term ownership; and the ongoing depreciation of the more
recent hybrid models (SF90 Stradale, 296 GTB), which makes pure-ICE supercars comparatively more attractive to a
segment of the market. A 5–10% annual appreciation from a 2026 base of €220,000 (GTB good-price midpoint) is
plausible but not assured.

15.2   Pista — specification-driven divergence
The Pista population is likely to bifurcate further. Correctly specified Pistas (carbon wheels, Inconel exhaust, iconic
livery, Tailor Made paint) will continue to appreciate, with the next generation of public auction records likely to extend
above $900,000 for coupes and well into seven figures for Pista Spiders. Standard-spec Pistas will appreciate more
modestly, tracking closer to the broader market. This is the same pattern observed in the 458 Speciale market over the
past three years, where high-spec examples have outperformed average-spec by 25–40%.

15.3   Pista Piloti — collector tier consolidation
The Pista Piloti Ferrari, with its sub-100-unit production and customer-racing-exclusive provenance, is the variant most
likely to consolidate clearly into collector-tier pricing. Comparable trajectories exist for the 458 Speciale Aperta (499
units, current average ~€1 million) and the 430 Scuderia 16M (499 units). The Piloti has a smaller production than
either but a less developed public market — the ceiling is structural rather than known.

What would change this view

Two macro factors could materially alter the trajectory described above. First, a regulatory shift on combustion engines in
Europe (particularly any acceleration of post-2035 restrictions on classic combustion vehicles) would compress demand.
Second, a cyclical downturn in the wider supercar market — signalled most reliably by Lamborghini Huracán and
McLaren 720S values, which lead the segment — would soften 488 pricing in tandem. Neither is the central case as of
April 2026.
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16   Closing Argument 

The 488 sits in an unusual position in the modern Ferrari catalogue. It is bracketed by two cars
enthusiasts love more, it broke a design language many considered settled, and it carries an engine
whose character permanently differs from the one it replaced. None of those facts are contested. What is
contested is whether they together amount to an underdog or a properly weighted market position.

On the data, the 488 is no longer underrated. The Pista has re-rated. The GTB and Spider have stopped declining. The
F154 engine is on the historical record as the most awarded engine of its era. The ownership experience — reliability,
parts availability, the transferable 7-year maintenance programme — supports the car as a usable supercar rather than
a stored asset. What remains is the design discussion, and that discussion is, as it always has been, a matter of taste.

For a buyer entering the market in 2026, three factual statements summarise where the 488 sits: (1) the GTB and
Spider represent reasonable value at current levels but are no longer cheap, (2) the Pista is a specification purchase
rather than a model purchase — the build sheet decides the value, and (3) the Pista Piloti is a collector-tier asset
trading in line with similar limited-production special editions. The car is reliable, usable, and engineered to a standard
that won the engineering community's top award four years in a row. That, on any honest reading, is not an underdog.
It is a properly priced supercar whose moment in the market is now.

Final note — the customisation rule

Across all 488 variants, but especially across the Pista population, the single most important rule for buyers is this: never
evaluate a 488 by model name alone. The build sheet, the option configuration, the service history, and the colour
combination together determine the value — sometimes by margins of €100,000 or more on otherwise comparable cars.
Ferrari sold the 488 as a customisable platform. The market has now repriced it that way too.
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