MARQUE

MODEL FILE 39 - GT LINEAGE - PORSCHE - THE MEZGER ERA

PORSCHE 996 & 997 GT3

THE MODEL IN BRIEF

ONE MEZGER FAMILY Treated deliberately as ONE connected family, per the register’s call: the technical
jump from 996 to 997 is far smaller than the later jump from 997 to 991. The line:
996.1 GT3 (1999-2003, the first GT3, 360 PS, cable throttle in Europe) - 996.2 GT3
(2003-05, 381 PS, VarioCam, bigger brakes) - 996 GT3 RS (2003-04, lightweight,
Clubsport-oriented) - 997.1 GT3 (200609, 415 PS, PASM, wider platform) - 997.1
GT3 RS (widebody) - 997.2 GT3 (2009-11, 3.8, 435 PS, centre locks) - 997.2 GT3
RS (450 PS) - and the RS 4.0 (2011) as its own chapter below. Every one of them a
manual — the analogue GT3 era, complete.

THE MEZGER ENGINE The core of the entire file, stated in bold for the database: NO GT3 of this era uses
the M96/M97 Carrera engine — every one carries the MEZGER racing engine, its
architecture rooted in GT1 and motorsport practice. Therefore, explicitly: IMS = NOT
APPLICABLE. The Carrera intermediate-shaft story plays practically no role here,
and the file leads with that. Durability to this day is exceptional: no known series
problem in rod bearings, crankshaft, timing chains or valvetrain — bore scoring is
theoretically possible but markedly rarer than on contemporary Carreras.

WHY IT MATTERS The most coveted classic GT3s of all — and the file’s hierarchy is unusual: the single
most important PPI point across the whole line is NOT the engine but the state of the
COOLANT PIPES. After that: track history, chassis, clutch, originality. A documented,
correctly executed coolant-pipe fix is today one of the decisive quality marks of any
996 or 997 GT3 — the register treats it as a first-order datum.

THE CRITICAL ITEM - COOLANT PIPES

GLUED FROM THE FACTORY The most important known weakness of the whole Mezger family: the coolant pipe
stubs are GLUED into place at the factory. Under intensive track use the bonded
joints can let go — with sudden coolant loss, coolant across the rear tyres, and a
correspondingly high accident risk. The permanent fix is TIG-WELDING the pipes:
simple securing pins ("pinning") are used in the field but widely regarded as a
compromise. COOLANT PIPES WELDED is a mandatory database field, and the
invoice belongs in the file — the job runs €4,000-8,000 with the engine out, which is
why it is priced into any car that has not had it.
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INSPECTION ZONES

DRIVETRAIN

ENGINE & OIL

CLUTCH, GEARBOX & DIFF

INSPECTION ZONES

The audit is condition-based: leakdown and compression on any doubt, DME readout
wherever possible — operating hours, over-rev ranges, usage profile: on these cars
the DME report is especially valuable, often worth more than the odometer. Oil
seepage in moderation is age, not alarm: RMS, valve covers, timing case are the
typical spots. Ignition coils are a classic age-wear point — above all on the 997,
where thermal load ages them and causes misfires: cheap parts, honest finding.

All manuals: bite point, release bearing, dual-mass flywheel — many of these cars
have worked hard on track, and a clutch is €3,000-5,000. The G96/G97 gearboxes
are very robust: the question is the OIL HISTORY, not the design. Second and
third-gear synchros wear under hard use — the cold shift test tells. Limited-slip
differential on track cars: noises, preload, oil-change record. A gearbox revision runs
€6,000-12,000: the readout and the test drive are cheaper.

- CHASSIS & TRACK

996 VS 997

TRACK FORENSICS

WHEELS, BRAKES & OPTIONS

The generations separate cleanly: the 996 is the classical mechanical GT3 — very
direct, minimal electronics. The 997 brings PASM, a stiffer shell, wider track and
more modern geometry. PASM (997 only): dampers, solenoid valves, mode
switching — track cars wear dampers distinctly faster. Top mounts are known 997
wear parts, above all at the rear axle. Control arms across the line: age, track load,
uniball wear, rubber bushings — everything checked. Radiators: leaves, stone
impacts, corrosion — the 997’s larger openings collect more.

Probably more important than kilometres: underbody, jacking points, control arms,
cage, seats, belts — read the car’s life from below. Many cars ran Clubsport, Cup
practice or open track days: look for repairs beyond paint, and verify AXLE
GEOMETRY against spec, not just panel gaps. Clubsport equipment original and
dated where fitted. Tyres tell too: Pilot Sport Cup, Cup+, Cup 2 retrofits — DOT, heat
cycles, inner edges.

Centre locks arrive with the 997.2 — threads, grease, torque discipline are
mandatory, and the era carries a real recall story (see FACTORY ACTIONS): on any
997.2 the hub status is verified, not assumed. Front-axle lift: optional from 997.2,
cycled several times. PCCB optional across the later cars: cracks, chipping, pads —
many track drivers converted to steel and stored the ceramics: on a converted car
the ORIGINAL discs must be present and sighted.
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THE RS & THE 4.0

THE RS LAYER

RS 4.0 - THE MEZGER FINALE

RS means lighter, wider, harder, more uniball — mechanically near-identical to the
GT3 of its series, which is why this file covers them together. The RS premium is
originality-driven: seats, cage, aero, paint codes, documentation. The 996 GT3 RS
was never sold in North America — provenance and import papers are part of any
US-market car’s file.

Its own chapter, with one correction to the dossier: the RS 4.0 makes 500 PS, not
450 — 450 PS is the 997.2 GT3 RS 3.8's figure. The data: 3,996 cc, 500 PS at 8,250
rpm, 460 Nm, crankshaft taken unchanged from the GT3 RSR racing engine,
titanium rods, 1,360 kg, 0—100 in 3.9 s. Production: limited to 600 cars (register
sources count up to 613 built). The last and highest stage of the Mezger — and the
collector reference of the entire family: numbered cars, documentation and originality
price above everything else.

FACTORY ACTIONS - VERIFIED SEPTEMBER 2026

THE CENTRE-LOCK CLUSTER

SMALL ITEMS & THE US
LAYER

The dossier’s claim verifies at its core — no engine recall story, nothing like the later
991.1 exchange-engine action. But the 997.2 centre-lock era carries a real cluster:
11Vv285 (1,702 cars: 2010-11 GT3, GT3 RS, GT2 RS, Turbo and Turbo S, built May
2009-Sep 2010): premature centre-lock hub wear lets the centre nut loosen. 12V558
(code ACO5, 455 cars: 2010 GT3, built May 2009—Feb 2010, announced Dec 2012):
rear wheel hubs prone to failure, replaced — with a REVISED maintenance schedule
issued, because the original intervals were judged insufficient. Plus equipment recall
11E021 (aftermarket centre-wheel mounting kits, racing conditions). Consequence:
on every 997.2, hub part status and recall completion are verified by VIN and invoice.

Otherwise the sheet is thin and honest: MY2004, 2005, 2007 and 2009 show clean
recall records: 07V557 (MY2008): PASM/TC-off switch console improperly installed
— trivial. 11V409 (MY?2011): seat-belt anchor-plate holes too small. US-market note
for provenance files: the 996.1 GT3 was never federalized — the US line starts with
the 996.2 as MY2004, and the 996 GT3 RS never came at all. Since 2024 the
earliest 996.1 cars have begun entering the US under the 25-year rule: import
documentation joins the file on such cars.

MARKET POSITION & COST FRAME

STATUS

Among the most sought-after classic GT3s of all — analogue, manual, Mezger. The
market prices the hierarchy the file describes: documented welded coolant pipes and
a clean track file are quality marks, not footnotes: originality (Clubsport content, paint,
seats) decides at the top: and the RS 4.0 stands as the recognized pinnacle of the
Mezger era. Bands follow the transaction dataset in the usual round.



COST FRAME & Working magnitudes, not quotes (Sep 2026): annual service €1,200-2,000 - major

HAINTIENANC!E service €2,500-5,000 - clutch €3,000-5,000 - gearbox revision £6,000—-12,000 -
coolant-pipe welding €4,000-8,000 (engine out) - PCCB over €10,000. Maintenance
doctrine: oil ANNUALLY by calendar, never by kilometres: gearbox oil on a regular
cycle: brake fluid yearly on tracked cars.

0 TIG 500 PS

IMS cases on a Mezger GT3: NOT Welded coolant pipes: the single most The RS 4.0, corrected: the Mezger’s final
APPLICABLE — no Carrera engine anywhere important PPI criterion of the family stage — 600 cars, the collector reference
in this file

Sources: Porsche factory data (Mezger 3.6/3.8/4.0 line, PS figures per series, RS 4.0: 3,996 cc, 500 PS/8,250 rpm, RSR crankshaft, 600 limited);
NHTSA verified September 2026 via record and period filings — 11V285 (1,702 cars, centre-lock hubs), 12V558/ACO05 (455 cars, 2010 GT3 rear
hubs + revised maintenance schedule), 11E021 (equipment), 07557, 11V409: clean sheets MY2004—-09 otherwise: no engine campaign;
coolant-pipe, synchro, top-mount, coil and PASM patterns per the dossier and named specialist sources. Cost figures are Ml working magnitudes;
market bands follow the transaction round.



