
MODEL  F ILE  33  ·  PORSCHE 959

M O D E L  F I L E  3 3  ·  H Y P E R C A R  L I N E A G E  ·  P O R S C H E  C L A S S I C

P O R S C H E  9 5 9
2 . 8 5  B I T U R B O  B O X E R  ·  1 9 8 6 – 1 9 8 8  +  1 9 9 2 / 9 3  ·  K O M F O R T  ·  S P O R T

T H E  M O D E L  I N  B R I E F

V A R I A N T S Komfort as the main series and the lighter, stronger SPORT (29 cars) within the 292
road cars of 1987–88: then the 1992/93 late series — eight cars assembled from
remaining factory components with revised, speed-sensitive damping, at DM 747,500
against the original DM 431,550 (naming varies by source: the dossier’s “959 S” and
the register’s “late series” describe these eight cars). Rallye Dakar machines (the 953
won 1984: the 959 finished 1-2-6 in 1986) and the 961 Le Mans racer (class winner
1986) are separate competition files. With about 37 prototypes and pre-production
cars the grand total reaches roughly 337. For the PPI, three objects matter: Komfort,
Sport, late series.

1 9 8 6  S C I E N C E  F I C T I O N Built as the Group B homologation project, and for the mid-1980s close to science
fiction: the electronically controlled PSK all-wheel drive (dynamically varying torque
split, up to 80 per cent rearward, with dashboard gauges for slip and front-axle
power), sequential register biturbo charging, Bosch Motronic engine management,
hydraulically height-adjustable suspension, extensive lightweight construction with
aluminium, Kevlar composite and Nomex flooring, hollow-chamber magnesium
wheels whose sealed cavities form part of the air volume — with built-in
tyre-pressure monitoring.

W H Y  I T  M A T T E R S The 959 is less a fragile supercar than a highly complex 1980s TECHNOLOGY
PROJECT. The engine itself is astonishingly durable: the real risks sit in the hydraulic
suspension, the turbo pressure control, the early electronics — and above all in the
consequences of long standing. The file runs as a halo protocol: tiny market,
factory-network transactions, provenance-first weighting.

I N S P E C T I O N  Z O N E S  ·  W H E R E  T H E  M O N E Y  S I T S

E N G I N E  &  T U R B O S The 2.85-litre flat six — water-cooled heads, air-cooled cylinders — is fundamentally
robust when maintained and set up correctly: crank, rod bearings, timing and
valvetrain carry NO usable series problem and are NOT listed as known
weaknesses. The real engine-side PPI is the register turbo SYSTEM: boost pressure,
wastegate, boost control, smoke, oil, response — the pressure regulation is a named
weakness on aged cars. Age pattern: light oil weeps at camshaft housings and valve
covers. Protocol: full warm-up drive, then the leak map — valve covers, lines, turbos.
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M O T R O N I C  &  E L E C T R I C S The Motronic was revolutionary then and is one of the most complex 1980s systems
today: sensors, control units, signal faults, calibration — and diagnosis mastered by
only a handful of specialists worldwide. Around it, normal age electrics: relays,
sensors, connectors. No series disease: an AGE-RELATED CORE AREA, examined
by someone who knows THIS car.

H Y D R A U L I C  S U S P E N S I O N Probably the biggest technical weakness of the model: hydraulic level control, height
adjustment and pressure accumulators. With age: leaks, pressure loss, worn
accumulator spheres, slow sinking. The spheres age INDEPENDENTLY of mileage
— the four accumulators alone reach five-figure territory, and buyer guides name the
suspension as the most expensive typical repair area. Protocol: let the car stand for
hours, ideally overnight: check ride height, cycle the adjustment several times, watch
reaction speed: a car that sinks or responds slowly is quoting its own invoice.

T H E  S T A N D I N G  D O C T R I N E Porsche Classic itself states that even extremely low-mileage 959s often need a
COMPLETE technical overhaul because of standing periods: LOW MILEAGE ≠
GOOD CONDITION is factory doctrine here, not register caution. Tyres: the bespoke
Bridgestone specification — Porsche recommends periodic replacement regardless
of mileage: DOT, specification, flat spots. Magnesium wheels: hollow chambers form
part of the sealed air volume — corrosion, cracks and repairs are therefore
pressure-vessel questions, not cosmetics: NDT on any doubt. Brakes: ABS and the
big Brembo hardware carry no series problem: fluids and hoses by age.

D R I V E T R A I N ,  B O D Y  &  P A R T S PSK: revolutionary then, very reliable today — but complicated: differentials,
hydraulics, sensors, control checked, no failure series known. Six-speed gearbox: no
real weakness (synchros, shift quality, oil loss). Clutch: a normal age check —
explicitly NO Carrera-GT logic. Body: corrosion is surprisingly uncritical (galvanised
steel, aluminium, Kevlar composite skin): the checks are composite repairs, paint
originality and restoration quality. Interior: shrinking plastics, leather ageing, switches
— age, not known issues. The REAL structural risk is PARTS: many components are
no longer regularly produced and must be refurbished or individually remade —
Porsche Classic is the central partner, normal Porsche workshops are NOT
sufficient, and a major revision is typically engine-out territory: about €30,000+ as a
realistic order of magnitude, with major suspension or turbo work clearly above.

T H E  U S  L A Y E R The verification addition to the dossier: the 959 was NEVER federalised — Porsche
skipped US homologation entirely. The 1999 SHOW OR DISPLAY rule was shaped
around exactly such cars (the famous 959 held thirteen years by US customs), with
its 2,500-mile annual cap: today every 959 has passed the 25-year threshold and
imports free of compliance requirements. And from 2003 the CANEPA conversions
modified turbos, exhausts and engine control — later stages with substantially more
power. File consequence, mirroring the Countach federalisation doctrine:
US_IMPORT_PATH and CANEPA_CONVERSION are their own fields — a
converted car is a DIFFERENT collector object from an untouched European-spec
car, whatever its condition.
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R E C A L L S  ·  A  P R E - C A M P A I G N  E R A

N O  M A T R I X No known governmental recall series exists for the 959 — the ADAC lists none, and
NHTSA is moot for a car that was never US-market. No recall block is invented: the
compliance layer is the Porsche Classic campaign and Kardex check by VIN, the
import path, and the originality file. The register’s classic rule applies: historic
datasets are incomplete by nature — the factory record outranks every public
database.

M A R K E T  P O S I T I O N  ·  M O N T H S  B E T W E E N  O F F E R S

S T A T U S An extremely small market: at times no car is publicly offered worldwide for months,
and the Sport sits in its own league entirely. 2026 auction results span roughly $2.3
million for a 959 to over $5.5 million for a Sport. No bands are modelled: auction
results and factory-network transactions are the only comparables, recorded per car.
What prices the car: provenance (Kardex, Porsche Classic history, invoices,
ownership chain), originality (matching numbers, colour, wheels, tools, books),
hydraulic and turbo condition, import path — and only then the odometer.

C O S T  F R A M E Working magnitudes, not quotes (Sep 2026): annual service €2,000–5,000 · major
revision €30,000+ · complete hydraulic suspension €20,000–50,000+ · turbos
€15,000–25,000+ · gearbox €50,000–80,000+ in the extreme · engine revision
€100,000+ in the extreme. The shape of the risk: routine care is civilised — the tails
are hydraulic, turbo and parts-availability tails, which is where the examination lives.

337
Total with prototypes: 292 road cars, 29 Sport
among them, plus the eight-car 1992/93 late
series

4
Pressure accumulators whose AGE, not
mileage, writes the five-figure invoices

2,500
Miles per year: the US Show-or-Display cap
that the 959 itself made famous

Sources: Porsche factory/heritage and register data (production 292 + 8 late-series + 37 prototypes ≈ 337, Sport 29, prices DM 431,550/747,500,
PSK torque split, hollow magnesium wheels with integrated TPMS, Dakar and 961 results); Porsche Classic statements on standing-related
overhauls; hydraulic-suspension, accumulator, turbo-pressure-control, Motronic and parts-availability patterns per named buyer-guide and
specialist sources (AUTO BILD Klassik, Stuttcars, Car Collector International); US layer (never federalised, Show or Display 1999, Canepa
conversions from 2003) verified September 2026; ADAC lists no recall series. Cost figures are MI working magnitudes; auction and factory-network
transactions are the only market references at this level.

A N  I M P  I N T E R M E D I A P A R T N E R S  V E N T U R E    ·    E S T .  1 9 7 6
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