
MODEL  F ILE  27  ·  LAMBORGHIN I  GALLARDO

M O D E L  F I L E  2 7  ·  V 1 0  L I N E A G E  ·  L A M B O R G H I N I

L A M B O R G H I N I  G A L L A R D O
V 1 0  ·  2 0 0 3 – 2 0 1 3  ·  5 . 0  →  L P  5 6 0 - 4  →  L P  5 7 0 - 4  ·  C O U P É  ·  S P Y D E R

T H E  F A M I L Y  I N  B R I E F

V A R I A N T S Gallardo 5.0 coupé (500 PS) and Spyder · SE and Nera editions · Superleggera 5.0
(530 PS, lighter) · LP 560-4 coupé/Spyder (the big MY08/09 technical leap: 5.2 direct
injection) · LP 550-2 Valentino Balboni (RWD, 250 cars) and later LP 550-2
coupé/Spyder · LP 570-4 Superleggera and Spyder Performante · Super Trofeo
Stradale (150) · Squadra Corse (final road-near edition). Market micro-series
(Singapore and Malaysia editions, Bicolore, Tricolore, Edizione Tecnica and regional
finals) carry authenticity fields; Super Trofeo, GT3 and other racers run as a
competition sub-file (the 2009 Super Trofeo race car: 34 built, factory-confirmed).
Total production: 14,022 in ten years — the volume that Audi-era industrialisation
made possible.

T W O  G E N E R A T I O N S Mechanically decisive: never put a 2004 E-Gear and a 2012 LP570 in the same pot.
2003–08: 4,961 cc V10, port injection, initially 500 PS, 6-speed gated manual or
E-Gear, AWD, early Audi era. From LP560: 5,204 cc with direct injection, 560 PS and
up, reworked cooling, chassis and E-Gear — Lamborghini itself describes the LP560
as a largely new development. For reliability the family groups by generation; for MI
and authenticity the editions get their own fields.

W H Y  I T  M A T T E R S The Gallardo is the Lamborghini where the Audi influence first shows as a
fundamental improvement: reproducible aluminium structure, far better electrics,
HVAC and parts quality, systematic diagnostics and campaigns. The buying posture
flips accordingly: less fear of the base car, more FORENSICS on clutch, usage,
modifications and accident history. And through volume and today’s entry prices, this
fleet carries more rental, tuning, crash and conversion history than any Lamborghini
before it.

I N S P E C T I O N  Z O N E S  ·  E N G I N E  B Y  G E N E R A T I O N

E A R L Y  5 . 0  ·  O I L  S Y S T E M The 5.0 is fundamentally good, with real early-car points. Oil pump: a documented
specialist/buyer-guide pattern on early 5.0 engines — oil pressure cold AND warm,
compression, engine history: recorded as EARLY 5.0 OIL PUMP = STRONG
PATTERN, never as “every early Gallardo”. Dry sump: the level is checked ONLY by
the Lamborghini procedure — overfilling by owners and independent workshops is a
recurring finding: overfilled, oil in the intake, smoke: a high reading is not
automatically wear.
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W A T E R  I N G R E S S  &  C O I L S Water ingress at the spark-plug wells: early cars got a customer-care measure with
additional cam-cover bungs — 2004/05 PPI checks the modification, corrosion
around coils and plugs, misfire history. Coils, plugs and connectors are normal age
points: a misfire is not automatically an engine problem.

L O W  U S E  &  5 . 2 Sticky throttle bodies on barely-driven cars: hunting idle, fluctuating revs, poor
low-speed response — a FIELD/LOW-USE PATTERN and the counter-example to
“fewer kilometres is always better”. Rear main seal: leakage described on
hard-driven early cars — checked at every clutch job while the gearbox is out (RMS
STATUS AT CLUTCH SERVICE). The LP560+ 5.2 DI V10: HIGHLY ROBUST — no
usable accumulation of oil-pump, internal, timing or DI failures: one reason a good
2010–12 LP560-4 is probably the technical sweet spot of the family.

E - G E A R  ·  T H E  B U Y I N G  P O I N T The main cost block. E-Gear is NOT a DCT: it is the same 6-speed manual with
hydraulically automated clutch and shifting — hence clutch wear, actuator, pump,
adaptation and abrupt early software. Clutch generations are doctrine: A → B → C →
later E: the original A clutches could be very short-lived, C clearly more robust, the
LP560-era E far better — OEM production evolution, confirmed. Clutch life is
extremely driver-dependent (a Gallardo can kill a clutch in 8,000 km or exceed
30,000: sources span roughly 5,000–20,000 miles): so no fixed interval exists:
DIAGNOSTIC WEAR READING MANDATORY. Read: clutch wear/thickness index,
kiss point, adaptation, replacement history, software level:
EGEAR_CLUTCH_HEALTH_SCORE. Without a real clutch value, no premium PPI is
signed off.

E - G E A R  H Y D R A U L I C S  &
S O F T W A R E

The second cost block: hydraulic pump and actuator. Pump run time and frequency,
pressure, leaks, engagement, fault memory: a pump that keeps running on is a red
flag → pressure loss, accumulator, leak or pump diagnosed before purchase. Warm
testing outranks the cold start: stop-and-go, reverse, parking, light gradient, repeated
pull-aways — a worn or overheated clutch turns sticky, jerky or slipping warm. And
not every rough shift is a defect: early cars with outdated calibrations shift worse:
E-GEAR SOFTWARE LEVEL is a mandatory field: a 2004 car on old software is a
different product from an updated one.

M A N U A L  &  C O N V E R S I O N S The gated manual uses the same base gearbox, is mechanically simpler and today
clearly more sought-after: known small theme gear-linkage cable stretch (gate
alignment, 1–2, 2–3, reverse, cable play): otherwise very robust. Conversions are a
real MI point: many E-Gear cars are now converted to gated manual: technically that
can be excellent: but FACTORY MANUAL and MANUAL CONVERSION are strictly
separate data objects — for a driver a clean conversion can be attractive: for
collectability the factory car is worth substantially more. Conversion PPI: OEM parts,
ECU coding, pedal box, clutch hydraulics, gate, reverse logic, warning lights,
invoices.
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U S E  F O R E N S I C S  &  T U R B O
P A S T

Rental fleets, track-experience cars, wedding cars, tuning and social media: the
Gallardo has seen it all. Twin-turbo builds (Underground Racing, Heffner, VF and
others) are taken especially seriously: a car returned to stock can hide everything
visually: former charge-pipe routing, drillings, changed fuel system, ECU, heat
shielding, reinforced driveline, engine history: FORMER FORCED-INDUCTION =
HIGH even with a stock intake today. Exhausts are common (Tubi, Larini, Capristo,
straight pipes) and factory exhaust valves themselves can fail: original cats, O2
readiness, valve function, tune evidence, heat damage.

A W D  &  T H E  B A L B O N I AWD cars: front differential, viscous coupling/transfer, driveshafts, CV joints: slow
full-lock manoeuvres listening for grinding: front-diff oil condition counts. Data
hygiene: the LP 550-2 Valentino Balboni (250 cars) and later LP 550-2 are RWD:
FRONT DIFF/AWD = N/A: rear tyres, differential and drift/track history weighted
instead. Balboni authenticity: build sheet, stripe, interior, badging, plaque, wheels,
transmission configuration: not every striped LP550 is a Balboni.

C H A S S I S ,  L I F T  &  B R A K E S Suspension is robust and un-exotic: ageing areas are anti-roll-bar bushes (early cars
wore faster: Lamborghini introduced revised parts — production evolution again), ball
joints, track-rod ends, shock wear, alignment. Front lift (optional from about
MY2005/06): rarely used systems leak or fail — AGE/FIELD PATTERN: several
cycles cold and warm, hold test, leaks. Brakes: steel on most early cars, CCM later
and on editions: disc thickness, lips, cracks, pads, calipers: the front axle works hard
and wears accordingly. The famously weak handbrake is largely characteristic:
tested anyway: clearly insufficient effect means cable, shoes and adjustment.
Wheels: aftermarket and repeatedly refurbished originals are common: inner barrels,
cracks, welds, runout: on Superleggera, Balboni and Squadra Corse the original
wheels are value-relevant.

A L U M I N I U M  S T R U C T U R E  &
B O D Y

The aluminium spaceframe and body are core Gallardo technology: lighter, stiffer,
reproducible — but accident repair must be done correctly: aluminium is not “pull
straight and weld”: front rails, suspension towers, sills, rear frame, pickup points,
welds, adhesives and rivets: bad repairs can be structurally problematic. Aluminium
is not corrosion-free either: seam corrosion at the side oil-cooler vents is a
documented finding: vents, seams, bubbling, previous refinishing. And the front of a
driven Gallardo is stone-chipped: a chip-free 60,000 km car normally means PPF or
repaint — not automatically negative: documented as FRONT REPAINT/PPF.

S P Y D E R  &  I N T E R I O R The Spyder soft top is fairly robust: INSPECTION ITEM, no failure epidemic — and a
non-working roof can be as small as a solenoid. Protocol: two full cycles cold, again
warm: symmetry, pump noise, latches, tonneau, hydraulic leaks, headliner, rear
glass, seals, water traces. Interior: the Audi-sourced switchgear, relays and HVAC
are comparatively robust — the massive difference to the Diablo: sticky soft-touch
surfaces age anyway (technical LOW, cosmetic MEDIUM). Wear plausibility: a shiny
Alcantara wheel and a worn driver bolster against a claimed 8,000 km deserve an
explanation.
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R E C A L L S  ·  T H R E E  C A M P A I G N S ,  A L L  V E R I F I E D

1 2 V 4 3 0  ·  S T E E R I N G  L I N E Verified September 2026: MY2004–06 coupé and Spyder, 1,491 US vehicles: the
high-pressure power-steering line near the pump could leak under certain conditions:
fluid reaching hot components means smoke and fire risk: remedy a power-steering
system update. CRITICAL if open: PPI checks completion, the updated hose, red
fluid traces, pump and lines, any heat evidence.

1 3 V 4 7 1  &  1 8 V 8 3 3 13V471: MY2007–09 coupé, Spyder and Superleggera WITH carbon-ceramic
brakes, 263 US vehicles: the stainless screws securing the brake rotors could suffer
stress corrosion in salty conditions, compromising braking: fasteners replaced —
stored with VIN applicability. 18V833: MY2011–14 coupé and Spyder, 1,152 US
vehicles (codes L61XR0118/L615R0218): a faulty ECU reflash procedure could
erase stored faults at key-off, so warning lamps might NOT illuminate despite a
safety-relevant fault: remedy a correct reflash. The diagnostic-integrity lesson: on an
un-done car, “no warning lamp” guarantees nothing. Per-model-year vehicle queries
return exactly these three campaigns: the VIN-specific Lamborghini campaign check
runs anyway — ten production years carry many smaller service actions and
updates.

E D I T I O N S  ·  A U T H E N T I C I T Y  L A Y E R

S U P E R L E G G E R A  T O
S Q U A D R A  C O R S E

LP570-4 Superleggera and Spyder Performante: track use, hard driving and CCM
grow likelier: carbon seats and trim, rear wing, underbody, brake heat, stone chips,
tyre heat cycles join the audit — the 5.2 itself stays very strong. Super Trofeo
Stradale (150): authenticity separately (wing, carbon, interior, wheels, livery, plaque)
and track-adjacent use likelier. Squadra Corse: the final, very rare high spec:
originality outweighs normal wear parts. The Super Trofeo RACE car is its own file:
engine and gearbox hours, race history, crashes, cage, fire bottle, fuel cell, wheel
sets — never a road PPI.

C O S T  D I S C I P L I N E  ·  M I  W O R K I N G  R A N G E S

W O R K I N G  R A N G E S Working ranges, not quotes (Sep 2026): annual service €1,500–3,000 · major
catch-up €3,000–7,000+ · E-Gear clutch with associated work €5,000–10,000+ ·
E-Gear pump/accumulator €2,000–5,000+ · actuator/rebuild €4,000–10,000+ ·
manual clutch €4,000–8,000+ · front lift €2,000–6,000+ · suspension catch-up
€2,000–6,000 · steel brake axle €2,000–5,000+ · CCM axle €7,000–15,000+ · tyres
€1,500–2,500 · Spyder roof repair €2,000–8,000+ · major aluminium accident repair
highly variable. Original special editions carry a collector multiplier.
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B U Y I N G  N O T E S  ·  T H E  T W O  C H E C K S  T H A T  M A T T E R

1  ·  C L U T C H  G E N E R A T I O N  &
U S E

The buying decision in one line: which E-Gear and clutch generation, how was the
car used, and is the diagnosis clean? A 70,000 km one-owner LP560 with clean
Lamborghini service beats an 18,000 km early car with five owners, no clutch value
and a former twin-turbo build — without hesitation. A 2004 E-Gear on old software
and an old clutch is mechanically and financially a different product from a 2011
LP560 with the late E-clutch.

2  ·  C O N F I D E N C E  D I S C I P L I N E OEM or government confirmed: 12V430, 13V471, 18V833. Strong field patterns:
early E-Gear clutches, E-Gear pump and actuator, early 5.0 oil-pump checking,
sticky throttle bodies on low-use cars, ARB bush wear, front-lift ageing,
rear-main-seal leakage. OEM production evolution, confirmed: continuous E-Gear
software improvement, the A/B/C/E clutch generations, revised ARB bushes, the
comprehensively reworked LP560. NOT carried as common: 5.2 catastrophic failure,
general AWD failure, universal manual-gearbox problems, structural aluminium
failure, widespread Spyder roof problems.

M A R K E T  P O S I T I O N  ·  A  R E A L  M A R K E T

S T A T U S Bands follow the transaction dataset — at 14,022 cars this is a genuine market with
genuine spread. Structural readings: generation and clutch documentation price first:
factory manuals carry their own premium tier: the edition ladder (Balboni,
Superleggera, STS, Squadra Corse) prices on authenticity: and use forensics (rental,
tune, turbo past) separate identical-looking cars by five figures.

14,022
Built in ten years: the Lamborghini that Audi
industrialisation made possible

A → E
The E-Gear clutch generations: the single
biggest buying decision in this family

3
US campaigns, all verified: after 18V833, “no
warning lamp” proves nothing until done

Sources: Lamborghini factory data (variant structure, LP560 as largely new development, aluminium structure, Balboni as RWD special, Super
Trofeo race car at 34 units, 14,022 total, retrospective reliability/practicality positioning); NHTSA campaigns 12V430 (1,491 cars, MY2004–06),
13V471 (263 cars, CCM rotor screws, MY2007–09) and 18V833 (1,152 cars, MY2011–14, L61XR0118/L615R0218) verified September 2026 with
per-model-year queries returning exactly these; oil-pump, dry-sump, throttle-body, cam-cover water-ingress, clutch-generation, pump/actuator,
ARB-bush, lift, RMS, side-vent-corrosion and interior patterns per named buyer-guide and specialist sources (Autocar, PistonHeads, WhichCar,
Octane, Collecting Cars and others as cited in the dossier). Cost figures are MI working ranges; market bands follow the verification round.

A N  I M P  I N T E R M E D I A P A R T N E R S  V E N T U R E    ·    E S T .  1 9 7 6
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