
MODEL  F ILE  19  ·  FERRARI  CAL IFORNIA

M O D E L  F I L E  1 9  ·  V 8  G R A N D  T O U R I N G  L I N E A G E

F E R R A R I  C A L I F O R N I A
F 1 3 6  &  F 1 5 4  T  ·  2 0 0 8 – 2 0 1 7  ·  R E T R A C T A B L E  H A R D  T O P

T H E  F A M I L Y  I N  B R I E F

V A R I A N T S California (2008): 4.3-litre F136 naturally aspirated V8, 460 cv, the early 7-speed
DCT generation. California 30 (2012): 30 cv more, 30 kg less. California Handling
Speciale: a chassis, DCT and steering package, not a model. California T (2014): the
3.9-litre F154 twin-turbo V8, 560 cv, 755 Nm, a matured DCT. California T Handling
Speciale: the later, dynamically sharpened T package. Packages are verified by build
sheet and software, never by badges.

W H Y  I T  M A T T E R S The engine is not the purchase decision on either car: the F136 is strong and the
F154 one of Ferrari’s most robust modern V8 platforms. The decision hangs on RHT
condition plus DCT condition plus catch-up status plus electrics and battery. The roof
is the model’s defining zone, and Ferrari itself has published a detailed diagnostic
procedure for it: which is exactly what makes it classifiable. The T improves the
package (mature DCT, modern cabin, superb engine) and adds the full turbo,
charge-air and heat-soak block: while the RHT remains fundamentally the same
complex system.

T H E  R O O F  ·  T H E  M O D E L ’ S  D E F I N I N G  Z O N E

T H E  S Y S T E M The two-piece electrohydraulic RHT uses a pump, cylinders, lines, position sensors,
Bowden cables, flaps, latches and its own control unit. Ferrari Technical Information
2407 is written explicitly for California AND California T and addresses concrete fault
patterns including flap and Bowden problems: the roof is an OEM-recognised
diagnostic area, not an owner myth: and equally, no roof safety recall exists: OEM
TECHNICAL / STRONG FIELD PATTERN, never “recall”.

F I E L D  P A T T E R N S Frequently reported: hydraulic leaks, weak pump or pressure loss, position-sensor
and microswitch faults, faulty Bowden cables, flap mechanics, broken guides and
sliders, misadjustment, a roof stopping mid-cycle, “roof not secure”, asymmetric
travel. The most interesting mechanical pattern: ageing plastic sliders and guides, for
which more robust metal solutions now exist: RHT GUIDE/SLIDER FAILURE =
STRONG FIELD PATTERN. And the diagnostic link that saves money: low voltage
can slow the pump, disturb sensors and abort the sequence: the roof is only ever
tested with a healthy battery.
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P R O T O C O L  &  C O S T S No California PPI ends without the full roof programme: two complete cycles cold
(watching speed, symmetry, noises, panel clearance, flaps, latches, Bowdens, pump
sound, window indexing), at least one more warm after the road test, then the scan.
Red flags: one-sided drop, stop-and-return, panel contact, repeated pump running,
hydraulic smell, fresh scratches between panels. Working ranges, deliberately no
fixed prices: sensor or small calibration €500–2,000 · slider/Bowden/mechanical
€1,500–5,000 · hydraulic partial repair €2,000–6,000 · larger system repair
€5,000–15,000+ · OEM complete solutions can reach €15,000–25,000+. Water
follow-up where possible: seals, drain channels, boot moisture, roof-well trim: and the
boot-mounted mechanism area itself (hydraulic traces, luggage divider and sensor: a
faulty divider sensor alone can block the roof).

I N S P E C T I O N  Z O N E S  ·  B O T H  E N G I N E S

E A R L Y  D C T The California carried one of Ferrari’s first 7-speed DCTs, and 2009–2011 cars in
particular show a known field pattern: speed and position-sensor problems, shift
errors, gear-unavailable messages, low-speed hesitation. Not “California DCT
universally bad”: EARLY DCT SENSOR/CONTROL ISSUES = KNOWN FIELD
PATTERN, with the later generation clearly more mature. Cold and warm protocol,
leak check, and diagnosis (faults, clutch adaptations, sensor history) decide. Costs:
sensor and minor work €2,000–6,000, major events €8,000–20,000+: not every hard
shift is a gearbox.

E N G I N E S  &  M O U N T S F136 core failure: not common: cold start, leaks, cooling, coils, ancillaries are the real
work. One age pattern worth its own line: worn engine mounts (idle vibration,
movement on load change, dull knocks): AGE/FIELD PATTERN, €1,500–4,000. The
T’s F154: no systemic bottom-end, turbo or timing pattern: the turbo programme
replaces it: cold (smoke, bearing and wastegate noise), warm (linear boost, no
LH/RH deviation, no reduced power), heat soak (oil smell, smoke, coolant smell),
plus oil feed and return, water lines, heat shields, and the charge-air system
(intercoolers, hoses, clamps, pressure sensors, oil residue): a high-value inspection
area, no systemic failure claim. Thermal catch-up is normal at 10–15 years: radiators,
condensers, fans, expansion tank, hoses: on the T with the added turbo and DCT
cooling load.

E L E C T R I C S  &  B A T T E R Y The generation is low-voltage-sensitive: a weak battery fakes roof faults, DCT
warnings, TPMS, infotainment, Manettino and body-module errors: battery first (age,
resting voltage, load test, alternator, maintainer history), then the scan, then
judgement. Infotainment is simply old technology on early cars: works or does not:
replacement can be disproportionately expensive: no systemic claim.
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C H A S S I S  &  W E A R A comfort GT that was actually daily-driven: adaptive dampers (leaks), bushings,
control arms, ball joints, wheel bearings age with real use. CCM (widely fitted): faces,
chips, edges, thermal wear, pads, caliper seals: age now matters as much as wear:
full CCM events roughly €12,000–25,000+ by parts route. Tyres: DOT age over tread
on older cars (very common finding), inner edges, correct specification, mismatches,
repairs.

C A B I N  &  S E A L S Sticky controls, classic for the era: HVAC, console, wheel, door handles, roof
buttons: LOW technically, MEDIUM cosmetically. Leather: dashboard shrinkage,
airbag-cover distortion, lifting, headliner, bolsters: hot-climate cars weighted up. Roof
and window sealing logic: glass indexing through the roof cycle, wind noise, water
ingress, seals that shrink and harden with age: undramatic, but this is a cabriolet.

R E C A L L S  ·  T W O  M A T R I C E S

C A L I F O R N I A  ( N A ) Verified September 2026 (MY2010 example): the Takata passenger-inflator
campaigns in their zone waves: 16V341, 18V188 and 20V007: plus 22V536
(brake-reservoir cap, California 2009–17 in the filing). Each campaign by VIN with
completion evidence: the wave logic means one car can sit in several campaigns
across years.

C A L I F O R N I A  T Verified September 2026 (MY2016 example), and richer than commonly assumed:
19V006 (Takata passenger inflator), 19V411 (airbag ECU: non-deployment risk: the
same campaign known from F12/488), 22V536 (reservoir cap, T 2015–17): and
15V811, easily missed: the low-pressure fuel line of certain 2016 T cars (built
September to November 2015, 185 US units) could connect improperly to the pump
feed: fuel leak, fire risk: line assembly replaced. All four by VIN: CRITICAL where
open.

A C C I D E N T  ·  T H E  R O O F  C O R N E R

W H E R E  I T  H U R T S Aluminium structure plus RHT means the dangerous damage is rear-quarter and
roof-mechanism area: roof and boot alignment, rear body structure, hinge mounting,
hydraulic lines, sensor calibration: after rear damage a roof can close visibly and still
be wrongly adjusted, so alignment and calibration records belong to every rear-repair
story. Front damage: on the T additionally intercoolers and boost plumbing; on the
NA radiators, A/C and suspension.
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S E R V I C E  ·  T H E  P P I  O R D E R

T E N  S T E P S The standardised order: battery test · full scan · roof twice cold · cold start · lift and
underbody · road test · DCT warm · heat soak · roof again · post-scan. The roof
deliberately runs before AND after warm-up: temperature-dependent roof faults are
real. Working ranges (Sep 2026): annual service €1,500–3,000 · major catch-up
€3,000–7,000+ · suspension €2,000–8,000 · tyre set €1,200–2,000 · sticky-trim
refinishing €1,500–5,000 · CCM axle €6,000–12,000+ · T additionally: turbo periphery
€2,000–6,000, major turbo event €5,000–15,000+, charge-air and cooling
€2,000–8,000.

B U Y I N G  N O T E S  ·  T H E  T W O  C H E C K S  T H A T  M A T T E R

1  ·  R O O F ,  G E A R B O X ,  F I L E A California is bought on its roof cycle, its DCT diagnosis and its catch-up file: the
engines are the reliable part. On early cars the DCT sensor history decides; on every
car the roof protocol does; and the battery gets tested before anything is believed.

2  ·  C O N F I D E N C E  D I S C I P L I N E OEM or government confirmed: the two recall matrices (Takata waves, 22V536, and
on the T also 19V411 and 15V811) plus TI 2407 as the OEM roof-diagnostic anchor.
Strong field patterns: roof hydraulic leaks, roof sensors, broken guides and sliders,
early DCT sensor and control faults, engine mounts, low-voltage issues. T inspection
areas: turbo oil and coolant, charge air, heat management. Not to be called common:
catastrophic F136/F154 failure, chronic chain failure, systemic turbo destruction,
systemic CCM failure.

M A R K E T  P O S I T I O N  ·  T W O  M A R K E T S ,  T W O  R E A D I N G S

S T A T U S European and US bands to be set from the transaction dataset in this verification
round. Structural readings: the entry Ferrari of its era prices on roof and DCT
documentation more than mileage; Handling Speciale and 30 cars need build-sheet
proof to earn their premium; the T carries the stronger long-term package. The file is
the bridge to the Portofino: which California themes Ferrari truly solved, and which
merely modernised, is the next chapter’s question.

460 cv
F136 4.3 V8; California 30: +30 cv, −30 kg; T:
560 cv F154 twin turbo

TI 2407
Ferrari’s own RHT diagnostic procedure,
California AND T: the roof is classifiable, not
mythical

4 + 4
US campaigns per matrix: Takata waves +
reservoir cap (NA); Takata, airbag ECU, fuel
line, cap (T)

Sources: Ferrari factory data for California, California 30, Handling Speciale and California T; NHTSA campaigns 16V341, 18V188, 20V007,
19V006, 19V411, 15V811 and 22V536 verified September 2026 with model-year mapping; Ferrari TI 2407 (RHT diagnostics) as sourced; roof
slider/guide and early-DCT field patterns per specialist and market material as sourced. Cost figures are MI working ranges; market bands follow
the verification round.

A N  I M P  I N T E R M E D I A P A R T N E R S  V E N T U R E    ·    E S T .  1 9 7 6
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