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PORSCHE 959
HYPERCAR PROTOCOL · PROVENANCE · HYDRAULICS · SPECIALIST EXAMINATION
Compiled from public sources, the Porsche 959, its Model File and specialist review · Personal use only · v2.1

WHAT THIS CHECKLIST IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT
This checklist gives an enthusiast the context to follow what is being discussed around a 959 transaction: inspection reports, provenance files,
auction descriptions. It replaces nothing. The 959 is not bought the way other Porsches are bought: the market is tiny, months can pass without a
public offer, and cars change hands through Porsche Classic, specialists and private networks. At this level our standing recommendation is strict:
involve Porsche Classic, or one of the very few marque-authority specialists with documented 959 experience — the hydraulics, the register turbo
system and the Motronic are mastered by a handful of hands worldwide. Not a specialist: the specialist. Without that verdict, do not touch the car.

A · PROVENANCE & PAPERWORK

Identity first: matching numbers (engine, gearbox), Kardex and
Porsche factory records, colour and specification against
delivery.

Variant truth: Komfort, Sport (29 cars) or 1992/93 late series
(eight cars) — by chassis and factory record, never by look.

Import path: European-spec, Show-or-Display history, or Canepa
conversion — a converted car is a different collector object: stage
and documentation recorded.

Porsche Classic history: service, campaigns, major work with
invoices; the factory record outranks every public database.

Hydraulic file: accumulator replacements, line work,
height-system repairs with dates — spheres age by time, not
kilometres.

Turbo and Motronic history: who worked on it, and were they 959
hands.

Storage history: standing periods, maintainer use,
recommissioning work documented.

Originality inventory: wheels, tyre spec, tools, books, keys, jack,
compressor — the delivery set is part of the asset.

Accident and restoration file: composite repairs, repaints, panel
replacements documented.

Ownership chain and auction history: at this level every prior sale
is part of the file.

B · AT THE CAR

Stand test first: after hours (ideally overnight), ride height
checked at all corners — sinking is the hydraulic system quoting
itself.

Height adjustment cycled several times: speed, symmetry,
noises.

Cold start: no pre-warmed delivery accepted: oil pressure,
smoke, idle, injection behaviour.

Full warm-up drive, then the leak map: cam housings, valve
covers, lines, turbos.

Boost behaviour: both stages of the register system felt: the
low-rpm single-turbo phase and the handover — hesitation,
smoke or uneven boost are findings.

PSK: programme selector functions, dashboard slip/power
gauges alive, no warnings.

Gearbox: synchros cold and warm; clutch bite and feel — normal
age logic, no Carrera-GT drama.

Magnesium wheels: corrosion, cracks, repair traces — remember
the sealed air chambers; TPMS behaviour.

Tyres: bespoke Bridgestone spec, DOT, flat spots — replaced by
age per factory guidance.

Electrics walked: gauges, switches, relays behaviour warm and
cold.

Body: composite skin, paint depth variance, restoration honesty;
interior plastics and leather by age.
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C · SPECIALIST EXAMINATION (MINIMUM)

The rule first: Porsche Classic or one of the very few documented
959 specialists — hydraulics, register turbos and Motronic are
mastered by a handful of hands worldwide. Not a specialist: the
specialist.

Hydraulic system: pressure test, accumulator condition, leak
search, response times — the most expensive typical repair
area.

Compression and leak-down across all six; turbo health,
wastegate and boost-control diagnosis.

Motronic: sensors, signals, calibration read by 959-experienced
hands.

PSK: differentials, hydraulic control, sensors — no failure series,
high complexity.

Magnesium wheels by NDT where any doubt exists:
pressure-vessel logic.

Composite and structure survey: Kevlar skin, aluminium, floor —
repairs and bonding assessed.

Fluids by age across the car: brake fluid, oils, coolant, fuel age
after standing.

Parts-availability audit for any found defect BEFORE purchase:
refurbish/remake lead times change the price.

Documentation forensics: Kardex, invoices and story
cross-checked for consistency.

No cost band exists at this level: examination and work run on
Porsche Classic or specialist quotes: budget accordingly.

D · VALUE & NEGOTIATION

Provenance, originality and hydraulic condition ARE the price: the engine
is the robust part. Everything is named, documented and weighed
against the file.

Provenance score dominates: Kardex, factory history, chain,
storage evidence.

Sport and late-series premiums only with factory-record proof.

Hydraulic findings priced from specialist quotes
(€20,000–50,000+ complete): never estimated.

Import path priced: untouched Euro car, Show-or-Display history
and Canepa stages are different objects.

Turbo and Motronic findings: 959-specialist diagnosis before any
commitment.

Age-service backlog (fluids, tyres, seals): normal
recommissioning, quoted calmly.

Auction results are the only comparables: every prior transaction
understood.

E · RED FLAGS · WALK-AWAY OR ESCALATION

Identity or variant claims that the factory record cannot confirm.

A sinking corner or dead height adjustment, undiagnosed.

Boost-control faults or register-system hesitation, undiagnosed.

Repaired or corroded magnesium wheels without NDT.

Undisclosed Canepa or other conversion sold as original
specification.

Composite repairs without documentation.

A seller refusing the specialist examination, or pressure to close
before it completes.

A car whose problems cannot be named, quantified and priced.

F · FIRST WEEK OF OWNERSHIP

Baseline archived: hydraulic pressures and response,
compression/leak-down, boost curves, photo survey.

Porsche Classic relationship established; parts situation for
known wear items mapped early.

Storage plan set: maintainer, tyre care, exercise schedule — this
car’s enemy is standing, not driving.

“The 959 is a 1980s technology project that happens to be a car:
the engine will outlast you — buy the hydraulics, the boost
control, the factory record and the import path.”

Deep dive: Supercar Models Paper 33 · Model File 33 · Owner’s
Intelligence series.
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