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WHAT THIS CHECKLIST IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT
This checklist is written for enthusiasts who want a base of knowledge: enough context to follow what a PPI specialist tells them, to read an
inspection report a dealer hands over, and to understand what is being discussed in videos and forums. It does not replace the diagnosis or
judgement of a qualified specialist or workshop, and it is not a tool for saving the cost of one. If you are not deeply familiar with these cars
technically and are unsure about a vehicle’s condition, our standing recommendation is simple: commission and pay a qualified PPI specialist of
your choice, whether an official dealership, a marque specialist, or an experienced supercar specialist who knows the brand. The checklist gives
you context; the specialist gives you the verdict.

A · BUYER CHECK · PROVENANCE & PAPERWORK

Generation first: 5.0 or 5.2, pre-LP or LP, factory manual, E-Gear
or manual CONVERSION: each a different product.

Recall VIN check: 12V430 (steering line/fire), 13V471 (CCM rotor
screws), 18V833 (ECU reflash): plus the full Lamborghini
campaign history.

E-Gear file: clutch generation (A/B/C/E), documented wear
values, replacement invoices, software level.

Use forensics: rental, track-experience, wedding, tuning,
twin-turbo past: a returned-to-stock car still carries FORMER
FORCED-INDUCTION = HIGH.

Modification status: exhaust, cats, ECU, wheels, suspension:
original parts present?

Conversion papers where applicable: OEM parts, ECU coding,
invoices: factory manual ≠ conversion.

Edition authenticity: Balboni build sheet (not every stripe is a
Balboni), Superleggera/STS/Squadra Corse carbon, wheels,
plaque, livery.

Service evidence: correct oil procedure on the dry sump, ARB
bush revision, lift work, RMS at clutch jobs.

Accident file: aluminium repairs documented; front repaint/PPF
recorded honestly.

Date-stamped items: tyres by DOT, battery, brake fluid; wear
plausibility against claimed mileage.

B · BUYER CHECK · AT THE CAR

Cold start: oil pressure watched (early 5.0 especially), idle
quality, misfires, smoke.

Idle observed for hunting: sticky throttle bodies on low-use cars
show here.

E-Gear cold: R, 1st, R, slow crawl. Warm (more telling):
stop-and-go, reverse, parking, gradient, repeated pull-aways:
sticky, jerky or slipping = findings.

Pump behaviour: constant running-on after shifts is a red flag.

Manual: gate alignment, 1–2, 2–3, reverse, cable play.

AWD: slow full-lock both directions: grinding or binding
investigated. RWD (Balboni/LP550): AWD checks N/A, rear tyres
and diff weighted.

Front lift: several cycles cold and warm, hold, leaks.

Brakes: discs (lips, cracks), pads, calipers; handbrake tested
(weak is characteristic, useless is not).

Spyder: two cold cycles, one warm: pump noise, latches, rear
glass, water traces.

Body: side-vent seams for corrosion, front for chip honesty
(chip-free = PPF or repaint), panel gaps and repairs.

Road test warm, then the second scan.
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C · SPECIALIST PPI SCOPE (MINIMUM)

Order: VIN/campaign history → battery/full scan → cold start and
oil pressure → E-Gear clutch and adaptation read → lift →
underbody/aluminium structure → cold road test → full warm
E-Gear test → AWD full-lock → heat soak → post-drive leaks →
final scan.

E-Gear: clutch wear value, kiss point, adaptation, software level,
pump pressure and run time, actuator function: without a real
clutch value no premium PPI is signed off.

Early 5.0: oil pressure cold/warm, compression on doubt;
cam-cover water-ingress modification present; coil/plug condition.

Dry-sump level by factory procedure only; overfill evidence
checked.

RMS and gearbox-out zone inspected at any clutch job.

Turbo-past forensics: charge-pipe traces, drillings, fuel system,
ECU, heat shielding.

Aluminium structure: rails, towers, sills, pickups, welds,
adhesives: repair quality assessed by an aluminium-competent
body specialist.

AWD: front diff oil and condition, CVs, driveshafts.

Suspension: ARB bushes (revision status), ball joints, track rods,
shocks.

Brakes: thickness/wear, CCM screws (13V471 context) where
fitted.

Spyder roof by diagnosis where fitted: sensors, hydraulics,
solenoids.

Typical full specialist PPI cost, rounded orientation by market
(2026): ≈€600–1,200 / ≈£500–1,050 / ≈$650–1,300. Indications,
not conversions; obtain current local quotes.

D · PRICE & INVESTIGATION ITEMS

On a Gallardo the clutch value, the software level and the use history are
the price: name them, quantify them, then negotiate.

Clutch near end: price the documented job (€5,000–10,000+
E-Gear), not the fear.

Old E-Gear software: update path before delivery: it changes the
car.

Pump/actuator findings: diagnosis completed before purchase.

Open recalls: resolved with written confirmation: 12V430 is
non-negotiable.

Turbo or tune past: priced as its own risk class even when stock
today.

Conversion vs factory manual: value classes kept apart.

Edition originality deficits: collector impact, priced hard.

Negotiate from named findings and documented values: never
from the odometer.

E · RED FLAGS · WALK-AWAY OR ESCALATION

Aluminium structural repair without documentation.

Open 12V430, or red fluid traces near hot components,
undiagnosed.

E-Gear without readable clutch value, or a seller refusing the
scan.

Pump running on constantly, undiagnosed.

Concealed twin-turbo or tune past contradicting the story.

Conversion sold as factory manual.

Edition claims without build-sheet evidence (Balboni stripes
alone).

Wear picture contradicting claimed mileage, or diagnostics
cleared before viewing.

A car whose problems cannot be named, quantified and priced.

F · FIRST WEEK OF OWNERSHIP

Battery maintainer; E-Gear software brought current and a fresh
clutch baseline read stored.

Campaign status confirmed with Lamborghini; purchase file,
clutch values and PPI report archived.

Oil level rechecked by factory procedure after the first drives;
tyres and fluids dated.

“Buy the Gallardo on its clutch value, its software level and its
use history: the base car is the most dependable Lamborghini of
its era — the forensics are where the money hides.”

Deep dive: Supercar Models Paper 27 · Model File 27 · Owner’s
Intelligence series.

Lived experience, public sources and specialist review · not investment advice · every car is a single case · the paper outranks the checklist
© 2026 Marque Intelligence · AN IMP INTERMEDIAPARTNERS VENTURE · EST. 1976 · www.marqueintelligence.com · Page 2


